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Newark youth make 


Newark’s youngest champions were 


NEWARK—Newark’s youngest ath- 
letes, the North Ward Scorpions, were 
honored for their outstanding season at a 
rally on Monday, Dec. 17, on the steps of 
Newark City Hall. 

After a 14-0 season, the North Ward 
Scorpions became the first Newark Pop 
Warner football team ever to advance to a 
national championship earlier this month. 


nored for par a ticket to the Nati ional Championship rounds in Oriantio, Florida. | 


The team of 9 - to - 14-year-olds won their 
first game in the national quarter- 

held in Orlando, Fla., but fell in the semi- 
finals, 36-32, 

Despite this bitter ending, the city hon- 
ored these remarkable young athletes and 
their advisers, coaches, and cheerleaders, 
for their dedication, team spirit, great 
courage, and 15-1 season. The children 


received certificates honoring their great 
season and bags of goodies. 

“The North Ward Scokpions have 
shown the nation that Newark’s youth is a 
force to be reckoned with,” said Mayor 
Sharpe James. “The Scorpions showed 
heart, determination, courage, intelli- 
gence, and deditation. They may not have 
won the national championship, but they 


are true champions in every sense of the 
word - ia in our hearts.” 

The Scorpions consist of 20 players, 
15 Wadas, and nine adult coaches 


ivisers. Ali children are North Ward 
residents. The Scorpions were the first 
team in the history of the 15-year-old 
Newark Pop Warner program to advance 
to a national tournament. 


Supreme Court 
could allow 

open season on 
minority youth 


By Toure Muhammad 


It will be “open season on Black 
and Hispanic youth in New York and 
30 other states if the U.S, Supreme 
Court upholds Chicago’s A Gang 
Loitering Ordinance,” said Dor 
the mid-west president of the National 
Black Police Association. “It was 
intended for one use, but it won't be 
implemented for that use. It will be 
innocent men and women will be 
affected.” 

Illinois courts have already struck 
down the bill, saying it is “unconstitu- 
tional” and “smacked of a police state.” 
But, Chicago Mayor Richard Daley has 
appealed the two lower-court decisions 
hoping to convince the U.S, Supreme 
Court to uphold the bill, which gives 
the police the right to arrest people if 
they are congregating on the street for 
“no apparent reason.” 

r deliberations, the Supreme 
Court seemed to also view the ordi- 
nance as a violation of constitutional 
rights. According to media reports, 
Justice David Souter said that the “no 
apparent reason” aspect of the ordi- 
nance contains “a silent assumption 
that some activity is worthy and some 
is not.” A Supreme Court ruling is 
expected by July 1999. 

The decision will have national 
impact. 

“If the Supreme Court upholds it, 
then a lot of cities and states will prob- 
ably uphold it,” said William Spain, 
spokesman for the American Civil Lib. 
erties Union (ACLU), 

Serpriatniely, only 66 cases led to a 
conviction, said Spain. Many of those 
convicted were not gang members or 
drug dealers, he added. 

Thirty-one states, 

ini: ion and some 
have already filed friend of the court 
briefs on behalf of Chicago including 
Connecticut, Delaware, North and 
South Carolina, Rhode Island, Penn- 
sylvania and Virgi nia. 

Those who filed friends of the court 
briefs on behalf of the ACLU included 
Rep. Jesse Jackson, Jr., the National 
Black Police Association, National His- 
panic Law Enforcement Association, 
Black Leadership Forum and Chicago 
Alliance of Neighborhood Safety. 


the Clinton 


Volunteer 


embodies 


Kwanzaa principles 
in lifesaving efforts 


MINNEAPOLIS - When Duane H. 
Livingston’s granddaughter, Jazmine, 
was diagnosed with a rare blood disease 
and needed a marrow transplant, he unit 
ed the African American 


Because the characteristics that 
determine marrow are inherited, the best 
possible match for a patient such as 
Duane’s granddaughter is another family 


Peoria, Il., in trying to save her. 

Duane coordinated marrow drives 
and solicited support from the community 
with the local National Marrow Donor 
Program (NMDP) donor center. He 
helped spread the word about the urgent 
need for volunteer marrow donors by par- 
ticipating in local and television shows 
and was featured in other local media. 
Duane also contributed personal funds to 
cover the costs of the blood test that deter- 
mines a volunteer's tissue type. 

Although Jazmine ultimately suc- 
cumbed es the disease, Duane remains 

d to marrow donor 
“In memory of Jazmine, we encourage 
African Americans to make a personal 
commitment and join other African Amer- 
icans uniting for life,” Duane said. 

During this celebration of Kwanzaa, a 
time of cult unity for African Ameri- 
can families, the NMDP is thanking vol- 
unteers, such as Duane, who are making 
a difference to those i in need. “Duane has 
on more than any single person mi 

has for African American 


member. Unf 70 percent of 
patients will not find a match within their 
own families. They will need an unrelated 
African American. Each year, thousands 
of African Americans are diagnosed with 
leukemia, aplastic anemia or other life- 
threatening blood diseases, curable with 
a marrow transplant 

Patient, Bob olden, 41, is an engi- 
neer from Arizona. He suffers from 
leukemia and is seeking a marrow donor 
for his transplant. The only possible cure 
for Bob’s leukemia is a marrow trans- 
plant. Bob is a very courageous indivi 
ual determined to beat this deadly dis- 
ease. He has a 7-year-old daughter, Tea- 
gan, whom he is very close to. His wish is 
to someday walk down the aisle with his 
daughter, giving her away at her wed- 


Kwanzaa, an African American holi- 
dani is a spiritual, festive and joyous cele- 
of the oneness and goodness of 

tite Celebrated December 26 through 
January 1, Kwanzaa is a time for cultur- 
al eo for the African American family 


our Center. He truly embodies the fad 
pri of Kwanzaa, umoja or unity. 

He managed to unite the community 
in a lifesaving effort,” said Pam Eigsti, 
NMDP donor center coordinator at the 
American Red Cross Heart of America 


Blood Region, Peoria. 


across 


Gove in 1986, the Minneapolis- 
based NMDP is a non-profit organization 
with a network of 350 affiliates. The 
NMDP facilitates unrelated marrow 

its for patients with life- threat- 
ening blood diseases by recruiting volun- 


Bob Tolden, leukemia pi Bt en his 

7- year- old daughter Te 

teer marrow donors, mi k a Reg- 

istry of more than 3 million volunteer 

marrow | donors and offering patient ser- 
also 


Food retailers are 
making WIC work 


WASHINGTON—Despite difficul- 
ties with reimbursement, private 
label food policies, pricing policies, 
licensing and other problems. food 
retailers are making the WIC pro- 
gram work. A new Food Marketing 
Institute (FMI) report, “Making WIC 
Work: A Guide to Imple- 


Voucher error resolution 

*Inconsistencies in allowing WIC 
program participants to buy private 
label products 

*Initial retailer authorization to 
participate in the WIC program 

*Continued authorization 


menting the WIC Program, examines 
on a case-by-case basis the keys to 
success with this 1 


eTii of reimbı 


In the case ree’ for HER ee 
d its 


nutrition program. The program is 
designed to assist women, infants 
and children below the age of five at 
risk of nutritional deficiency. 

Introduced in 1972, the WIC pro- 
gram is administered by USDA but 
interpreted and implemented by each 
state. 

“This division of operation and 
implementation is the root of most 


g research to 


Ped be fiel ld of unrelated marrow 


transplantation. Currently, 270,285 
African Americans are registered as 
potential marrow donorg with the NMDP. 
More ‘African American volunteer mar- 
row donors are needed, so others can have 
a second chanc y Si life. 

As of Nov. 30, 1998, the NMDP has 
facilitated 7,772 em A marrow trans- 
plants and 301 of those were for African 
American patients. The NMDP has 
grown internationally, establishing rela- 
tionships with transplant hospitals 
and/or donor registries in more than 22 
countries in Europe, Asia, South America, 
the Middle East and Australia. 

For more information about how to 
become a marrow donor, call 1-800-MAR- 
ROW-2 or visit the NMDP’s website at 
Www.marrow org. 


faced by retailers and pro- 
gram recipients,” says Michael Read 
of Albertson’s, co- chairman of the 
FMI WIC Task Force. “Improved 
communication among all parties- 
federal government, state govern- 
ment, retailers and recipients-is the 
way to make the WIC program work.” 
adds Johnny Johnson of Community 
Pride Food Stores, co-chairman of the 
task force. 

The new FMI report provides an 
overview of WIC issues and their 
importance based on a survey of 
retailers. It shows how retailers have 
resolved them at the state level 
through case studies. 

e most important issues cited 
by retailers include: 


successful handitik Ethier read: 
lution - cited by 90 percent of the sur- 
vey respondents as a problem - by 
developing a system of reimburse- 
ment that saves retailers from hav- 
ing to resubmit vouchers when there 
is an error. 

In Ohio, voucher reimbursement - 
another significant concern - was 
reduced from 60 days to as few as 10 
days due to an aggressive communi- 
cation effort that includes WIC 
newsletters and the presence of a 
WIC representative at local meetings 
and state conventions. 

In many cases, the problems were 
solved with the guidance of retail 
advisory groups, formed to work with 
WIC program officials at the state 
and local levels. The FMI report rec- 
ommends that all states form retail 
advisory boards to help them admin- 
ister the WIC program more effec- 
tively. 

The WIC guide was prepared with 
the assistance of the Food Industry 
Association Executives and members 
of FMI 

For more information please con- 
tact FMI at 202-429-8554. 
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WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 6 


NEWARK — Essex County College 
will offer student enrollment for the 
spring semester beginning at 8 a.m. 
(973) 403-2506. 


LINCROFT — The Monmouth County 
Park System presents an open activ- 
ity registration with the Monmouth 
County Park System beginning at 5 
p.m. (732) 842-4000 


JERSEY CITY — Hudson County 
Community College Department of 
Continuing Education will offer test- 
ing for ESL students who wish to 
enroll for spring semester beginning 
at 5 p.m. (201) 714-7135. 


HEMPSTEAD — Hofstra University 
College Paralegal Studies Certificate 
Program Open House at 6, 7p.m.— 
8:30p.m 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 9 


EDISON — Middlesex County and 
Union County Cultural and Heritage 
Affairs Agencies is sponsoring a 
CONFERENCE ON CULTURAL 
TOURISM: How to Become a 
Destination. The event will be held at 
College Center of Middlesex County 
College, 155 Mill Road,the cost is 
$7.50 at 8:30 a.m.to 2 p.m. (732) 
745-4489/3888 


ATLANTIC CITY - Sea Skate 
Pavilion open to the public. This 
NHL-size rink is enclosed in a tent, 
with a view of the ocean through 
clear panels. Ice skating schedule: 
1:30 - 4:30 p.m. admission is $5 and 
skate rentals are $2. (609) 347 


MONDAY, JANUARY 11 


LINCROFT - Monmouth County 
Board of Recreation meeting to be 
held in the Boardroom of Monmouth 
County Park System Administrative 
Office, Thompson Park, 805 Newman 
Springs Road at 7 p.m. 


WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 13 


NEW BRUNSWICK — Central Jersey 

Job Developers Association (CJJDA) 
15th Annual Job Fair from 9 a.m. to 
1p.m. at the Rutgers Labor Education 

Center, Ryders Lane and Clifton 

JAvenue in New Brunswick.(908) 846- 
968 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 14 


NEWARK — The Experts Hard Point 
Karate World Championships at 7:30 
p.m. at Robert Treat Hotel Ticket 
Price $15.00 - $25.00 (973) 623- 
6419 


NEWARK - Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr., Annual Lecture presented by Dr. 
William D. Watley, Senior Pastor of 
St. James AME Church of Newarkat 
Centennial Hall; 6 p.m. (973)733- 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 15 


TRENTON - State 
Breakfast Roundtable. Banking & 
Insurance Commissioner Jaynee 
LaVecchia will be a panel speaker 


Chamber 


discussing issues such as the tobac- 
co settlement and banking industry 
changes. 8:30 - 10 a.m. (609) 989- 
9696. 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 16 


CLARK — Union County Board of 
Chosen Freeholders and the Division 
of Cultural and Heritage Affairs will 
sponsor a GRANT WRITING WORK- 
SHOP: How to plan and construct a 
winning proposal from 9am. - 
3:30p.m. at Clark Public Library, 303 
Westfield Avenue the cost is $15.00 
(including lunch) each additional per- 
son is $10.00 (908) 558-2550 


HEMPSTEAD — Hofstra University 
College Saturday Classes for Young 
People Open House. For children 
ages 3-18 from noon - 3p.m. (516) 
463-5993 


NEWARK - Second Annual Men of 
Valor Breakfast and Awards 
Celebration. Men from Metro Newark 
area will be honored for their commit- 
ment to the community at the Robert 
Treat Hotel, 50 Park Place, downtown 
Newark NJ (732)424-9697 ir 1-888- 
868-9697. 


NEWARK - Panel Discussion: The 
Athlete in Society. Do professional 
athletes have a responsibility to their 
communities? William Sutton, profes- 
sor of sports management at the 
Univ. of Mass. leads a panel discus- 
sion at NJ Historical Society, 52 Park 
Place., 2 - 3 p.m. 


‘SUNDAY, JANUARY 17 


PLAINFIELD - Plainfield’s Division of 
Recreation is sponsoring a bus trip to 
see the smash Broadway show 
“Beauty and the Beast,’ starring Toni 
Braxton, at the Palace Theater in 
New York. Tickets, which cost $28, 
and cover the bus trip and admission 
to the show can be purchased at the 
Recreation Division's office in the 
basement of City Hall, 515 Watchung 
Ave., Mon. - Fri., 9 - 4:45 p.m. (908) 
753- 3097. 


ATLANTIC CITY - “Sunday Painters” 
are invited to bring their easels, 
paints, charcoals and pads. to join 
Susan Davis from 1 - 3 p.m. for an 
afternoon of painting by the Bay. The 
cost is $5 per hour for members; $10 
per hour for non-members. Contact 
Martin Wilson, Center for the Arts, 
Inc., at (609) 345 - 0899. 


WEDNESDAY JANUARY 20 


HEMPSEAD — Hofstra University 
college will hold their University 
College Open House where they will 
discuss activities, courses, trips and 
programs from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. the 
Student Center Dining Room East. 
(616) 463-5993. 


TEANECK - Holy Name Hospital is 
offering a two-hour program to help 
participants stop smoking permana- 
nently through behavior modification 
and guided suggestion techniques in 
the Adult Day Away Center in the 
Community Health Services Building 
at 725 Teaneck Road from 7:30 - 9:30 
p.m. The fee is $45. (201)837-1850. 


Newark resident receives 
Lincoln Tech shop 


Rahman Daley(center) has been named the reci 
Technical Institute/James Treffinger Scholarship. 


t of the Lincoln 
Pictured with Daley is 


Essex County Executive Treffinger(left) and Mike Zuccheri(right), Director 
of Lincoln Tech's Campus in Union. Daley, a resident of Newark, is pursu- 


ing a career in HVAC. 


Newark Boys Choir 


featured in musical journey 


Newark Boys Chorus, ages 10-14, were featured in a one-hour documen- 
tary,"Roots,” traveling through South Africa showcased on NJN public 


television station. 


Thousands of kids “Get in 
the game” with Revelations 


John B. Lowery, co-founder of 
the thousands of youths who 


of Americ: 
has the opportunity to partici 


City Business Directory 


a, is 

in the “Get in 
the Game,” partnership between Revelation and The University of Memphis. 
The African-American owned co. donates tickets to athletic games to children. 


ds helping kids 


SSGT Darren Dicken and MSGT Jeff Dyson(r) of the U.S. Marines gath- 


er toys for Washi 


ington, DC inner city children at a special Toys for Tots 


event sponsored by the Founding Church of Scientology and the Friends 
jazz Hu 


of L.Ron Hubbard. 


Jazz M ison holds two stuffy bears she and 
many other “elves” collected during this year's toy drive. 


Rodeo performers 
entertain Denver Students 


Andre McClain and prre pyp dazzled students at Hill Middle School 
with fancy roleri vera while in Denver recently for the 15th Annual Coors 


Bill Pickett Invitational Rodeo final 
Mella, Liset Mendez and Cesar Vald 


rom left are Jenny Armendariz, Nury 


Mayor, Dignitaries, break ground 
for new post office in Newark 


te pa 
GREINE! 


Pictured (L-R) are Thomas Utzinger, Newark Postai: Mayor Sharpe 
James, U.S. Senators Robert Toricelli and Frank Lautenberg. 


i 


50% Off First Dental V 


Foc new pate, wih some resbictons sp 
Discount Fee 
+ cleaning .00 
exam 50 
te xrays 50 
+ one surface filling 50 
+ root canal (anterior) 128.00 
+ crown 300.00 
+ gingivectomy (per tooth) 25.00 
+ complete d 362.50 
+ simple extraction 25.00 
Gerard Stratthaus, D.M.. "8 Associates 
1187 Clinton Ave [Mon.-Sat.] 


973-275-1212 
www. spence-chapin.org 


Direct adoption. No 
babies. Sliding scale 


fee. Serving African- 
American families for 


Thinking about adoption? 
SPENCE CHAPIN 


BUY YOUR HOME WITH 
LITTLE TO NO MONEY DOWN 


+ Low Down Payment 
No Money Down 


* Conventional, 
FHA/VA Loans 


+ Refinance or Purchase 
* Creative Financing 

+ Low Rates 

+ Credit Problems OK 
* Rehab Loans 

+ Stop Foreclosures/ 
Bankruptcy Payoff 

+ Commercial & Mixed 
Use 

* Church Financing 
Available 


am i saraga Reker 
P iaoe e ieme. 


Receive 


$500 - $5000 
asagifttowards 4 
homie purchase 


We'll help you purchase your Ist 
or next home with little to no 
money of your own 
FREE MORTGAGE 
PRE-QUALIFICATION 


We'll let you know 


Call Will J. Heard 
Call Today 
(732) 926-9150 
INVESTORS MUTUAL 
Licensed Mortgage Bankers 


2 Lakeview Avenue 
Piscataway, NJ 08854 


Gift Giving Made Easy 


Finding the right gift is 
easy with MARY KAY. You 
can shop from the comfort 
of your home and find 
lovely gifts for everyone on 
your list. It’s the ideal 
Solution for holiday 
shoppers. 


Minnie Presley 
Independent Beauty Consultant 


CUSTOM APPAREL 


J Spirit Y Spas 
[i 


206 Wood Ave. Linden, N.J. 
688 


FREE MONOGRAM’ 


with coupon and purchase of any 


golf shirt, sweat shirt or jacket. 


* 1 color, nameand line per item. $ 
Limit 2. Offer expires 12/17/98 


Roses & Stems 

“importer ot fine cut roses 

“Roses: 57.99 doz. & up 

“Mixed bouquets: $5.9, & up 

“Balloons. cards, gifts, plants 
183 Route 


COUPON - exp. 1/16/99 
$1.00 OFF any dozen roses « 
mixed bouquet 


FREE TRAINING 
IF YOU QUALIFY 


Gain required 
for these posi 


* PC Technician 
+ Help Desk Analyst 
(Call Today: 


WORKLIFE TRAINING 
141 South Ave., Fanwood 


+ Administrative Assistant 
+ Customer Representative 


908-322-3020) 
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We realize that our future lies chiefly in our own 
hands. We know that neither institution nor friends 
can make a race stand unless it has strength in its 
own foundation; that races like individuals must 
stand or fall by their own merit; that to fully succeed 
they must practice the virtues of self-reliance, self- 
respect, industry, perseverance, and economy. 


— Paul Robeson 


City Ne 


Become informed about issues, 
concerns and achievements weekly. 
s stands as an intelligent, 
sensible and motivational voice of, 
for and by black and urban 
communities in New Jersey. 


City NEWS...helping [GUV@DR UNO s TO) 
to bring us together 


Yes! | want to subscribe to City News to become more informed 
lon the issues and achievements of black people. Enclosed is 
my check for $39 for 52 issues. 


Name. 

Address. 

City, State, Zip_ 0, WNA 
Phone. Ei 

1 yr-$39 __2 yrs-$70 __3 yrs-$90__4yrs-$108_ 


Make check payable to: City News,PO Box 1774, Plainfield, NJ 07061 
For more information call (908) 754-3400 


5yts-$125 


NATION/W ORLD 


January 6 - January 2 1999 


MAYORS EXPRESS 
OPPOSITION TO 
IMPEACHMENT 
PROCEEDINGS 


MIAMI - The National Confer- 
ence of Black Mayors, Inc.(NCBM) 
strong 


by 
Denver Mayor Wellington E. Webb, 
1st Vice Pres. of the organization. 
“The current impeachment pro- 
ceedings are not based on constitu- 
are a partisan attempt to reverse 
the general election results of 
1996. ..An abundance of legal 
scholars, conservative and liberal, 
agree that the evidence compiled 


ment” 

The resolution “urges every 
member of the U.S. House of Rep- 
peal vod to vote against the 

Impeachment of President Clinton 
and to bring these expensive and 
constitutionally troublesome 
impeachment proceedings to a 
rapid and decisive conclusion” 


FORMER BLACK 
PANTHER TO RUN FOR 
MAYOR 


__ CHICAGO(NNPA) - Demoora- 
Rush, a former 

member of the Black Panther 
Party for Self-Defense, 
announced that he will diy cad 
incumbent Mayor Rich 
Daley in Chicago's peh ie Ni 
san mayoral election on Feb. 23, 
1999. 


Supporter of Rush,52, said the 
legislator will seek to rebuild the 
multiracial coalition that helped 
the late Harold Washington to 
successfully become the city's 
first African-American mayor in 
1983. Rush currently holds the 
congressional seat once held by 
Washington. 

Rush, an Albany, Ga. Native, is 

for leading the Illi- 
nois chapter of the Black Panther 
Party during the late 1960's and 
being critical of authorities when 
two Panthers, Fred Hampton and 
Mark Clark, were gunned down 
by Chicago police while sleeping. 


TIME WARNER INC. TO 
CONTRIBUTE $1.25M IN 

» MEMORY OF RON 
BROWN 


Time Warner, Inc. has pledged 
to contribute a total of $1.25 mil- 


University and Middlebury Col- 
lege, Brown's alma mater, over a 
four-year period to create a 
Ronald H. Brown/Time Warner 
Endowment Fund at each school. 
Income from the endowment 
funds will be used to support ini- 
tiatives that reflect Brown's com- 
mitment to global awareness and 
his understanding of the impor- 
tant relationships of history, lan- 
guage, politics, economics and 
diplomacy. N 

Recently, Time Warner con- 
tributed $100,000 to the Ron 
Brown Foundation. And, an addi- 
tional $150,000 will be con- 
tributed to the foundation over the 
next years. 

“Time Warner has a long- 
standing commitment to enhance 
the quality of education in the 
communities we serve, So we are 
particularly pleased that our con- 
tributions will be used to support 
the important educational mission 
of the Ronald H. Brown, and to 
provide a unique learning experi- 
ence for students and executives 
at Howard University and Middle- 
bury College,” said Gerald M. 
Levin, chairman and chief execu- 
tive of Time Warner, Inc. 


“THE MILLENNIUM 
SUMMIT” TO BE 
HELD IN MAY 


(NNPA) - The Fifth African - 
African American Summit will be 
held May 15 -22, 1999 in Accra, 
Ghana. Rev. Leon Sullivan, chair 
and convener of the summit, will 
host the event with Ghanaian 
President John Jerry Rawlings. 
Titled “The Millennium Summit” 

from 


Cry News 3 


South Africa preparing for life with Mbeki 


By Gumisai Mutume 


JOHANNESBURG (IPS) - As the 
reign of Pres. Nelson Mandela draws to 
a close, he is quietly paving the way for 

ki to steer the country into 
the next millennium. 

Mbeki, now the deputy president, 
has said he will not make any major 
changes when he takes over. But, South 
Africa without Mandela will definitely 
be a different place. Mandela will step 
down as head of state after the next gen- 
eral elections this year. 

At 56 years of age, Thabo Mvuyel- 
wa Mbeki spent the better part of 1998 
preparing for his eventual takeover of 


Mandela’s office, if the ruling 
National Congress ANOA wins at ace 
polls. 

Mandela has discretely slipped out 
of major presidential functions, sending 
Mbeki on what he calls an introductory 
world tour to meet with intemational 


leaders, 
“South África has had ive years 1o 


a political scientist at the University of 
the Witwatersrand. 

However, Stadler added that Mbeki 
is among the new breed of politicians. In 
political circles he is considered a man 


who gets things done. 

“Mandela belongs to the generation 

thes Sopp eg 
4 ae, 

that generation is pe Stadler told 

PS, “Mbeki is a confident, well trained 

British university graduate, although he 

as Mandela.” 


one, 

Mbeki may have to deal with a more 
militant labor Tiemen. A A rift between 
the labor 


‘South African Trade Unions (Cosatu) is is 
an ally of the ANC but has major differ- 
ences with the party over macro-eco- 
nomic policies. These rumors have 
fueled speculation that Cosatu may run 
candidates on its own ticket in the 
upcoming elections. 

Jobs are also hard to come by. 
According to research by the South 
African Institute of Race Relations 
(SAIRR), the rate of unemployment is 
growing by eight percent yearly and 
could reach 43 percent by 2006. 

Pei 


movement 
that widened in 1098 is is expected to 
deepen this year. 

‘The 1.8 million-strong Congress of 


chaps the facing 
Mbeki’s government will be the ‘AIDS 
epidemic. South Africa has one of the 
fastest growing AIDS rates in the world, 


with 1,500 people infected daily. More 
than three million people are currently 
have the virus in South Africa. 

Political analysts are also asking if 
Mbeki will be able to hold the center 
within a party comprised of disparate 
ideological outlooks — communists, 
trade unionists, liberals intellectuals and 
capitalists. 

However, Mbeki is described by the 
influential business newspaper, The 
Financial Mail, as “straight talking” on 
big issues such as HIV/AIDS and politi- 
cal corruption, and the need for a “demo- 
cratic government, accommodating trib- 
al differences and complementing trade 
with development assistance.” 


First-edition medallion depicting 
celebration of Kwanzaa to benefit UNCF 


LOS ANGELES — Years from 
now on the auction blocks of the 
world, buyers will witness a rare 
and unique tribute to the heritage of 
Kwanzaa. They'll see a medallion 
so breathtaking and stately in its 
design, it’s being quietly acquired 
now by collectors everywhere. A 
portion of the proceeds will benefit 
the United Negro College Fund 
(U.N.C.E). 

Like the first-ever Kwanzaa 
stamp issued by the U.S. Postal Ser- 
vice, this limited, |first-edition 
Kwanzaa collectible coin also is 
designed by world-famous, African- 
American artist Synthia Saint 
James. With paintings that grace 
celebrity homes, major buildings 
and airports around the world, Saint 
James is known for recording on 
canvas the cultures, costumes, cere- 
monies and emotions of people 
everywhere. 

The award-winning design for 
the newly minted Kwanzaa coin 
came from Saint James’ original 
painting, The Feast, a colorful and 
vivid work that depicts the celebra- 


Annabelle “Lefty” 
Lee, All-American 
Baseball Star 


ROSEMEAD, Calif, — While 
many women were joining America’s 
work force during World War I, 
Annabelle “Lefty” Lee took to the pitch- 
er’s mound and made history as a star in 
the All-American Girls Professional 
Baseball League. Annabelle will 
embody that unique era of baseball when 
$e "rica Goya Coler BARIN 
News Year's Day, on Edison Internation- 
al’s float, 

Edison’s entry, “The Great Ameri- 
can Pastime,” celebrates America’s love 
affair with an aftemoon at the ol” ball 
park. The 55-foot-long, all-electric float 
features four stylized baseball players 
representing the past hundred years of the 
‘game, including a player from the tum of 
the century, one from the National Negro 
Baseball League, one from the All- 
American Girls League and one repre- 
senting a modern team. 

“America’s major league baseball 


players were going off to war and we ‘ 


were given a chance to play professional 
baseball,” Annabelle, who at age 76, still 
remembers the golden era with sharp 
clarity. “Women from all over the coun- 
try were recruited and we gave thousands 
of fans some of the best baseball of that 
era.” 

In 1943, more than 300 prospects 
descended on Wrigley Field in Chicago 
to try out for 64 positions on four league 
teams. Annabelle joined the league in 
1944, becoming a pitcher and first-base 
woman for the Minneapolis Milleretts. 
Her career lasted seven years. 

“I was excited and scared all at the 
same time,” the Costa Mesa resident 
|. “I was thrilled to leave behind 
ay $95-a-month bank clerk’s position 

for an $85-a-week professional sports 
contract but a little wary about departing 
Southem Califomia for points 


wn. 

A baseball fan from the time she was 
old enough to swing a bat, Annabelle 
Jeamed the sport from her father, an early 
1900's baseball standout for the Holly- 
wood Stars. “To teach me pitching accu- 
racy, he made me throw a baseball 
through a tire hung from a tree and then 
Oe en 


* Acconting to Lee, Wrigley con; 


r. “He sent us all to charm 


tion and symbols of Kwanzaa. This 
coin is the first in a series, Seven 
other coins also will be produced 
and will feature Saint James’ work 
each coin depicting one of the seven 
principles of Kwanzaa-unity, self- 
determination, collective work and 


card for immediate shipment, toll 
free: 1-877-KWANZAA (1-877- 
592-6922) The coin is issued by The 
Kwanzaa Heritage Society, a divi- 
sion of The Kwanzaa Corporation, a 
real estate investment corporation 
whose mission is to support the 
of the African- 


econom- 
ics, purpose, creativity and faith, 

-wanzaa collectible coin is 
minted in polished bronze with a 
golden, mirror-like finish, sealed 
inside a protective capsule to pre- 
serve its, value and condition. The 
reverse side of the first-edition 
medallion includes the seven princi- 
ples of Kwanzaa in stunning relief. 
The collectible is presented in a 
handsome keepsake portfolio featur- 
ing a vibrant, full-color reproduc- 
tion of another of Saint James’ work 
Celebration. 

The commemorative coin port- 
folio is priced at only $19.95, plus 
$4.95 for shipping and handling 
Buyers can order with their credit 


American community. 

The United as College Fund 
is the nation’s oldest and most suc- 
cessful higher education assistance 
organization. Its mission is to 
enhance the quality of education by 
raising operating funds for member 
colleges and universities, providing 
financial assistance to deserving 
students and supplying technical 
assistance to member institutions. 
Since its founding in 1944 by Dr. 
Frederick D. Patterson, The College 
Fund has raised more than $1.3 bil- 
lion to keep the doors to educational 
opportunity open for more than 

men and women. 


(1)Carl Wayne, develpment director for The College Fund/UNCF in Los 


Angeles; Regi 


inald Ingram, Vice President, The College Fund/UNCF 


Western Regions artist Synthia Saint James, designer of the Kwanzaa 
coin and the Kwanzaa U.S. postal stamp; Ben Harrison Tyler, secre- 
tary/treasurer of the Kwanzaa Heritage Society; Clifton Hinds, Chief 
executive officer of Kwanzaa; and Greg Phillips, President of Kwanzaa 


reached. The 


« Who will join the next 


100 Most Influential 


Send in your nominationations now! 
Use the form underneath 


Deadline for nominations is January 29, 1999 


FOURTH ANNUAL CITY NEWS 


Recognizing the 100 Most Influential who have fostered the progress of black people 


or the rebuilding of New Jersey’s urban centers 


In nominating a person(s) for the award, you must identify yourself and give a phone number where you can be 
Fourth Annual 100 Most Influential Awards Gala will be held on Thursday, May 6, 1999. 


Nomination Form 


All ion is |. The deadline is January 29, 1999 
Nominee’s name. 
Address. 
Home Phone. Bus. Phone. Fax. 


Briefly describe why you feel your nominee has contributed significantly to the progress of black people in New 
Jersey or to the rebullding of New Jersey's urban centers. 


school. 
act like ladies,” Annabelle didn’t disap- 
point them. 

Between 1944 and 1950, Annabelle 
made history. She pitched the league’s 
first perfect game in 1944 and then a no- 
hitter the next year. Her career 2.25 
eamed-run- average would be the envy 
of any major league pitcher today. “I was 
a junk ball pitcher.” she confessed. “But 1 
had a great knuckle ball 

When asked about the 1992 movie, 
“A League of Their Own,” which memo- 
rialized the women’ league, Annabelle 
said it was about 70% accurate. In real 
life, the managers never entered the 

mused. 


Your name. 


Address__ 


How do you know this 


Person 


Please check one category: 


that women could play a man’s game and 
entertain the fans. “It was a time when 
women took over men’s positions as they 
went off to war-not only in the field of 
manufacturing but on the field of 
dreams,” she said. 


Send to} City News 100, PO Box 191, Plainfield, NJ 07060 or fax to (908) 753-1036 
Nominee Categories -- 
Rights 


Media Joumalism___ 
Arts & Cutture__ 
Religion. 


Health, Science & Technology 


Entertainment & Sports__ 
Politics, Law & Govemment__ 


Family Matters! 


OPINION 


In 1999, increasing family values should be a priority on your list of resolutions, 
Our fami? structure is the foundation of our livelihoods. Therefore, we must ensure 
that a precious child’s entrance into the world is as serene and peaceful as it can be. 
‘We must dedicate our lives to guiding our children on a path which allows them to 

be open-minded, ful, disciplined and spiritual and competitive. They must 
leam that failure is only detrimental if you accept it, you must continue to fight for 
what you believe in. “Dreams are only goals with deadlines.” 

Ina time and age where babies are found in garbage bags, toilets or abandoned; 


when we have parents deserting 


their responsibilities by not playing a substantial 


role in a child’s life, we must strengthen our family values. 
Our family must extend past our cousins to our neighbors doorsteps, to the chil- 


dren playing ball in the park, 


to the homeless man on the corner, to the man on death 


row in prison, to the baby left to die in the park. 
We must take responsibility for all that surrounds us. Our physical, mental and 
spiritual beings are shaped and molded by our environment and personal experi- 


as our own. 


. We must begin to heal our youth and our families by embracing every child 


We must stop sending our children to prisons or detention centers or correctional 


facilities. The 


‘The correcting must begin in the home, in the community, with the imme- 


diate family and the extended family. We must stop accepting society’s definition 
that prevention is in detention. We must have our own definitions that state, our 
people’s preservation depends on their education. We must provide that guidance 
and support that the children seek in the homes or through heroes. If we don’t take 
care of our children who will? Family time for 1999... 


Censure a remedy for healing 


By Congresswoman Sheila Jackson 
Lee (D-Texas) 


We should now begin to heal our 
nation. There is a formidable and under- 
standable procedure to rebuke the 
President due to his actions, it is cen- 
sure. What is Censure? It is a formal 
resolution that expresses Congress’ 
opinion publicly. 

On Wednesday, Dec. 9, 1998, I, 
along with four of my democratic col- 
leagues, presented a censure resolution 
to express the sense of the Congress. Be 
it resolved that: 

1. The President made false state- 
ments concerning his reprehensible 
conduct with a subordinate; 


2. The President wrongly took steps 
to delay discovery of the truth; 


3. No person is above the law, and 
the President remains subject to crimi- 
nal and civil penalties; 


4. William Jefferson Clinton, 
President of the United States, by his 
conduct has brought upon himself and 
fully deserves the censure and condem- 
nation of the American people and the 
Congress; and by his signature on this 


Joint Resolution, the President 
acknowledges this censure. 
President Clinton’s conduct, 


although wrong, should not be regarded 
as an impeachable offense because it 
was not the product of an illegal use of 
power or a breach of the public trust as 
suggested by the framers of the 
Constitution. In 1691, Solicitor General 
‘Somers told the British Parliament that 
“the power of impeachment ought to be, 
like Goliath’s sword, kept in the temple, 
and not used but on great occasions.” 
James Hamilton, a former Assistant 
Chief Counsel for the Senate Watergate 
Committee, defined it as “a 


Clinton for several reasons. First, it pro- 
vides an equitable and appropriate pun- 
ishment. Second, Charles Ruff, the 
President's attomey, rebutted the allega- 
tions included in the Starr Referral. 
After hearing Mr. Ruff, I am convinced 
that the Referral and Articles of 
Impeachment that charges perjury, 
obstruction of justice and abuse of 
power are not substantiated by credible 
evidence. Critical to my position is the 
fact that the Starr Referral relies upon a 
single witness whose credibility has not 
been determined. Furthermore, the 
President’s attomeys have not been 
given an opportunity to cross-examine 
this individual. The President should 
not be impeached or a citizen should not 
be convicted without evidence to sup- 


the Articles of 
Impeachment, drafted by the majority, 
which include perjury, obstruction of 
justice and abuse of power do not satis- 
fy the constitutional standard “ 
high crimes and misdemeanors.” 

Certainly, everyone agrees that the 
President’s conduct was inappropriate. 
In fact, it is unacceptable, but it does not 
meet the constitutional threshold that 
would warrant impeachment. 

Jan. 20, 1993, William 
Jefferson Clinton was administered the 
constitutional oath to “faithfully execute 
the office of President of the United 
States and to preserve, protect and 
defend the Constitution of the United 
States.” 

Our censure resolution acknowl- 
edges and condemns the President's 
reprehensible conduct. He has admitted 
to making false statements about his pri- 
vate “inappropriate relationship.” 

Impeachment is a constitutional 
remedy that is reserved for a serious 
public offense by the President. It 
should not be used to punish him for his 


crime against the state.” An impeach- 
able offense must relate chiefly to offi- 
cial injuries done to society. 

The purpose of impeachment is to 
curb breaches and abuses of the govern- 
mental system. 

William Jefferson Clinton was 
elected and re-elected by the people. 
Therefore, Congress must take into 
account the desire of most Americans, 

I support censuring President 


private 
Now is the time for the United 
States Congress to condemn the 


Genocide and the reawakening 
of the African mind 


By Dr. Conrad W. Worrill 


On Oct. 25, 1996, the National 
Black United Front (NBUF) launched 
its Genocide and Human Rights 


Campaign against the numerous genoci- 
dal policies of the United E 

Government. 

This campaign was developed in 
response to the revelations of the San 
Jose Mercury News stories, written by 
Gary Webb, that documented “the 
Contra-run drug eee opened 
the fast conduit Columbia's 
Notorious cocaine cartels and L.A.’s 
Black nei; 3. The flood of the 
insidious white powder helped to make 
crack affordable in poor communities 
where its use eventually became epi- 
demic.” 

Webb's series revealed, “The local 
dealers’ profits from the crack sales also, 
made it easier for vicious street gangs 
such as the Bloods and the Crips to buy 
Uzi’s and other assault weapons. That, 
in turn, made it easier for the gang to try 
to slaughter each other in turf wars, tak- 
ing the lives of children and scores of 
other innocents in drive-by shootings.” 

In the September 3, 1996 issue of 
the Final Call newspaper this story was 
headlines. Most the white media in this 
country did not respond to these allega- 
tions. The Final Call headline article and 
subsequent articles on this issue made it 
possible for large numbers of Africans 
in America, and around the world, to be 
informed about the Webb series. The 
white media that did respond, ran arti- 
cles challenging the validity of Webb's 
research. 

NBUF developed a Petition 
Declaration Campaign “charging geno- 
cide by the U.S. Goverment against the 
Black population in the United States.” 
‘This petition was circulated throughout 
the African Communities in the United 
States, Africa, Europe and the 
Caribbean. 


Additionally, NBUF, with the assis- 
tance of Bob Brown of the All African 
People’s Revolutionary Party, conduct- 
ed intensive research on the various 
aspects of genocide being committed 


Human Rights Violations” by the United 
States Government and its co-conspira- 
tors against the African Community, 

In our efforts to reenact the 1951 
Genocide Campaign launched by 
William Patterson, Paul Robeson and 
W.E.B. DuBois, we traveled to Geneva, 
Switzerland and submitted 157,000 sig- 
natures on the petitions to the Offices in 

of the High Commission of 
Human Rights of the United Nations on 
May 21, 1997. 

NBUF submitted our petitions and 
complaints under the 1503 procedure. In 
communicating complaints of Hini 
Rights violations by governments, 
United Nations established in i070, 
after many years of debate and discus- 
sion, what is called the 1503 procedure. 
The 1503 procedure is the outgrowth of 
the Economic and Social Council of the 
United Nations that adopted this “proce- 
dure for dealing with communications 


relating to violations of human rights 
and fundamental freedom.” 

According to this procedure our 
petition and complaint was eligible to be 
considered in July of this year. It is 
important that we remind ourselves of 
the definition of genocide that the 
General Assembly of the United Nations 
adopted in the Genocide Convention in 
1948. It is difficult to understand our 
present condition in the world without 


Convention defines genocide as: 
“Any of the following act it 


Building partnerships, 
lifting up our schools 


By Richard W. Riley 


(NNPA) — From Boston to the 
Mississippi Delta to Seattle, people 
across America are focused on educa- 
tion like never before. If you aren’t 
engaging in dinner table conversation 
yourself about issues affecting stu- 
dents and schools, you have surely 
seen educational headlines during the 
recent elections or in your daily news. 

But, is there really one approach 
to better education that works in every 
town in America? Yes, i increasing par- 
ent and 


ted with intent to destroy, in whole or in 
art, a nation, ethnic, racial or religious 
‘group as such: 

A. Killing members of the group; 

B. Causing serious bodily or mental 
harm to members of the group; 

C. Deliberately inflicting on the 
group conditions of life calculated to 
bring about its physical; destruction in 
whole or in part 

D. Imposing measures intended to 
prevent births within the group; 

E. Forcibly transferring children of 
the group to another group;” 

hy NBUF Genocide and Human 


Maybe you live in or know of a 
community where diverse groups are 
coming together to look after the well- 
being of students - a place where peo- 
ple take the extra time and energy to 
pull together because they believe the 
whole community has a stake in edu- 
cation. 

The key to building partnerships 
within a community to improve edu- 
cation is to bring together those who 
have something to provide, and show 
them how much they have to receive 
as well. 

Opportunities to build creative 


Rights Ci 


are as diverse as America 


March of 1998, We are grateful to the 
more than 250,000 African people who 
signed our petitions and agreed with our 
complaint that the United States 
Government, through/numerous of its 
policies, is committing genocide against 
African people in this country 


recently wrote a 
most asi book (1997) titled, SBA: 
The Reawakening of the African Mind. 
He explains that the United Nations def- 
inition of genocide clearly indicates that 
African people are victims of genocide. 

Dr. Hilliard points out that “The 
genocidal practices of slavery, lynching, 
colonization, etc. are easy to identify, but 
the more recent institutionalized and 
covert forms of genocide produced by 
legal systems, educational systems, pub- 
lic health systems, etc. are difficult to 
distinguish.” 

In this regard, Dr. Hilliard writes, 
“There is no public outcry over these lat- 

forms of genocide for two primary 
reasons: 1 ) active propaganda dissemi- 
nated through the media keeps the mass 
of people ignorant of, and agents in, 
their own genocide; and 2) lack of media 
access slows those who are knowledge- 
able about genocidal practices from 
sharing that knowledge with and 
empowering others.” 

SBA (seba), according to Dr. 
Hilliard, is a Kemetic term (Ancient 
Egyptian) which refers to teaching, wis- 
dom, and study. He says that it was 
through SBA, “that the great African 
civilizations of antiquity were pro- 
duced.” 


‘We hope that the public outcry and 
organizing by NBUF around the 
Genocide Campaign has helped awaken 

minds of thousands and thousands of 

an people. 

In order for the liberation of African 
ple to take place, we must awaken 
‘African mind! 

Hotep! 


President's behavior and 
begin the healing process, Censure is an 
appropriate vehicle to accomplish con- 
demnation and reprimand. The removal 
of the President of the United States 
would be a dangerous precedent, and 
throw this nation into a governmental 
crisis, with none of the nation’s business 
being done for as much as six months, 


A matter of good will 


MONMOUTH COUNTY 
His name was Matthew Shepard. On 
October 12, 1998, he became anoth- 
er victim of violent death in a soci- 
ety with far too much of it. Matthew 
was murdered. Matthew’s brutal 
killing became a rallying point for 
people opposed to targeting victims 
because of something they are, 
something they did not choose. 
Matthew was gay. Although not all 
of the facts are in and the case has 
not yet gone to trial, every indica- 
tion is that the two men who 
allegedly killed Matthew targeted 
him, at least in part, because he was 
gay. We condemn such behavior in 
the strongest terms. 

In recent years, forty states, 
including New Jersey, have identi- 
fied crimes committed against indi- 
viduals because of certain charac- 
teristics as “hate crimes.” When a 
person is victimized because of 
race, ethnicity, religion, physical 
disability, gender, sexual orienta- 


tion, the crime committed is no 
more heinous, but the motivation 
becomes more sinister and inhu- 
mane. Anyone who can be identi- 
fied as belonging to a certain ethnic 
group or possessing a certain dis- 
ability or having a different sexual 
orientation becomes a target. 

The Monmouth County Human 
Relations Commission has long vig- 
orously opposed discriminating 
against people on the basis of their 
race, religion, ethnicity, physical 
attributes, gender or sexual orienta- 
tion. We deplore what happened to 
Matthew and call on all people of 
good will to express in their daily 
living an understanding and toler- 
ance for those who may be different 
from themselves. We call on all peo- 
ple of Monmouth County to stand 
up to instances of discrimination 
they witness and speak out against 
them. We should expect and accept 
nothing less. You can make a differ- 
ence! 
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Kamikaze lynel mob shows 
weakness of linear thinking 


+ (NNPA)—The mindless pursuit of 

President Bill Clinton by the 
Republican party is a very graphic 
example of the weakness of two- 
dimensional, “either-or’ thinking that 
is a hallmark of American culture. 

The impeachment charade is remi- 
niscent of the efforts of a similar group 
of Republicans who could not dislodge 
Willie L. Brown Jr. as speaker of the 
California Assembly through their own 
efforts . 

So, they changed the California 
Constitution to limit legislative terms to 
six years. They not only Brown 
from office, but themselves as well. In 
Brown’s last term, the Republicans had 
a majority of one, but the Democrats 
still outmaneuvered them to wind up 
with the speaker’s position. The move 
created the joke, “How many 
Republicans does it take to elect a 
speaker?” The answer was “80” (the 
total number of seats in the state assem- 
bly). 

Brown is now mayor of San 
Francisco and all his state house foes 
are out of office. 

While Republicans in the House 
could not distinguish between an adul- 
terous husband caught with his pants 
down and an unfit president, Rep. John 
Conyers, D-Mich., was able to lead the 
President's defense against impeach- 
ment and simultaneously vote against 
the attack on Iraq. 

Conyers and most African 
Americans practice what is called 
“paradoxical thinking,” in which prob- 
lem solving is able to handle “both- 
and” choices. “Either-or” thinking puts 
its practitioners into no-win boxes like 
the ones in which the Republicans 
found themselves. 

‘The rigidity of their rhetoric didn’t 
hurt Clinton, only the two consecutive 
candidates for the next speaker of the 
House. 

This is a very important, but little 
understood, cultural difference that has 
implications for the workplace, the mil- 
itary, and the classroom. We are con- 
stantly evaluated through abstract tests 
that distill life down to a “yes” or “no” 
choice. Persons with different cultural 
backgrounds get to decide which 
answer is the “right” one. But, in real 
life there are very few black-or-white 
situations, just different shades of gray. 


When practical results are required in 
most work sites, the low-paid African 
American, who couldn’t pass a written 
test, is the person responsible for train- 
ing abstract thinkers, and/or doing the 
job someone else is being paid for. 

For example, almost 40 percent of 
the U.S. Army's non-commissioned 
officers are African American. Yet, 
fewer than 10,000 Blacks yearly in the 
same age group make more than 1,000 
‘on the Scholastic Aptitude Test for col- 
lege admission. 

The Army’s testing procedures, 
derived from the Buffalo Soldier chap- 
lain, Lt. Col. Allen Allensworth, who 

the Army’s educational system 
in the 1800s, are based on actual per- 
formance. Those tests measure our cul- 
tural strengths, while most educational 
and business tests are designed to 
obscure them. 


Colloquially, we call it the distinc- 
tion between “educated fools” and 
“mother wit.” But, our intellectual 
approach is not only sound, but actual- 
ly is an advantage in the Information 
Age where uncertainty is the norm. 
Many business schools are re- ae 
“mother wit” as “chaos 
“field-independent learning” so a 
they can reacclimatize the abstract test 
takers to the real world. 

We need to take the example of the 
kamikaze lynch mob in the House of 
Representatives and elsewhere that 
have been willing to hold on to the idio- 
cy of racism and white supremacy even 
when the country doesn’t have enough 
skilled labor to fill all the jobs. 

We took adversity and tumed it 
into the blues and jazz, took a drought 
and tumed it into the discoveries of 
George Washington Carver. And, we 
‘overcome impossible odds in work 
sites on a regular basis. Most black 
managers will admit that they only got 
their big break when all the whites 
around couldn’t figure out what to do. 

The impeachment debate was a 
great example of how the lack of diver- 
sity among decision- makers leads to 

lysis and inhumanity. 

John William Templeton is execu- 
tive editor of Griot, the African- 
American, African and Caribbean busi- 
ness daily. Contact him at 


itself. Imagine a businesswoman 
inviting students to her workplace to 
learn about careers in a hands-on way; 
or a grandparent tutoring a young 
child who needs help reading; or a 
college student mentoring a middle- 
school student in algebra so he can be 
ready to take college prep courses in 
high school. 

Everyone is leaming. And, think 
of the related benefits of bringing a 
community together with a common 


se. 

So, why isn’t every community 
building these partnerships? Well, if 
you’ve ever tried working with others 
to do something in your area that has- 
n't been done before, you know the 
answer is often resources, resources, 
resources. Well, what if there were 
funds and support available for such 
partnerships? 

There are an unprecedented 
amount of support is now available — 
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almost $600 million. There are many 
more opportunities from the U.S. 
Department of Education and through 
the Partnership for Family 
Involvement — to help strengthen or 
form partnerships among groups 
working together to support better 
education. For example, through a 
new program called GEAR UP, com- 
munity organizations, businesses, 
non-profits and parent associations 
can partner with colleges, universities 
and low-income middle and high 
schools to give students the acade- 
mics, guidance and hope needed con- 
sistently and early-on to go on to col- 


ge. 

Colleges and K-12 schools are 
realizing the value of partnership. 
Visit many campuses and you will 
find America Reads tutors — college 
students who earn federal work-study 
money by tutoring elementary stu- 
dents in reading. Starting next fall, 
you will see them tutoring students in 
math from elementary school through 
9th grade through America Counts. 
Similarly, there will be new resources 
available for schools that partner with 
community organizations, parents, 
teachers, and family literacy service 
providers to support literacy in early | 
childhood and the early grades 
through the Reading Excellence Act. 

In addition, community organiza- 
tions and schools, working together, 
can apply for funds to provide stu- 
dents with a safe and enriching place ; 
to be during after-school hours. 
Nearly 300 communities have 
received grants so far. 

Now is the time to learn about 
these and other opportunities because 
grant competitions will soon be under- 
way. Contact 1-800-USA-LEARN or 
visit www.ed.gov for more informa- 
tion on how you can receive support 
and publications for building partner- 
ships to improve your schools and 
increase parental and community | 
involvement in education. 

I encourage caring people of all | 
ages to form and strengthen partner- 
ships that lift up our students, parents, | 
teachers and schools, i 


Valuing our historically black 
colleges and universities 


By Dr. Henry Ponder 


(NNPA)—High marks should be 
passed to the Congress and President 
Clinton for putting aside party politics 
and placing Higher Education near’ the 
top of this country’s policy agenda. 

In September, a little known event 
occurred when the Congress, the House 
and Senate, came and passed 
the reauthorized Act of Higher 
Education of 1965. This document con- 
taine^ legislation that would raise the 
Pell Grant limit from $3,000 to $3,125 
maximum; increase funds for work 
study, scholarship tax credits and college 
tax credits and reduce the interest rate on 
new student loans. Forgiveness of stu- 
dent loans has been approved for bor- 
rowers who become teachers. In addi- 
tion, a significant new initiative will 
expand early intervention and college 
awareness activities. 

During the legislative process, there 
were a couple of measures that would 
have reversed many gains that the 
African-American community made in 
the last 20 years concerning access, 
equal opportunity and affirmative action 
in higher education, The most egregious 
attempt to tum back the clock was the 
Riggs Amendment, or the National 209 
Proposition bill which would have 
denied federal funds to colleges and uni- 
versities that have affirmative action 
Policies or preferential admission prac- 
tices for Blacks and other minorities. If 
that measure had been successfully 
attached to the Higher Education Act, 
dire juences would have befallen 
the higher education community, includ- 
ing our Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities and the country in general. 

It was less than 200 years ago that it 
was illegal for Blacks to be taught to 
read, write or obtain an education. After 
the Civil War, many groups established 
schools for Blacks. Most HBCUs trace 
their origin to this period and the passage 
of the Second Morrill Act in 1890, 
which provided that federal funds be 
allocated in specific 


tions. There institutions produced a solid | 
middle-class of Black professionals, but | 
Black Colleges were separate and never 
equally funded. This trend went on for | 
more than SO years and enci 
two World Wars. In 1954, the Supreme’ ! 
Court declared legally enforced segrega- ' 
tion in education unconstitutional. | 
Public policy was progressively charac- | 
terized ehh cage: pit integration and |” 


Eo ublik ey appeared to have’ | 
as its ultimate objective the phasing out’ | 
of HBCUs. ‘id 
Presidents of HBCUs were alarmed 
by this trend and recognized the impact | 
these closings would have on Black edu- 
cation. A group of Black College presi- ‘| 
dents met in the 60's, and in 1969, the: | 
HBCU Presidents formed a memt ' 
association, the National Association for | 
a Opportunity in Higher Education | 
|AFEO). 


Ay am the current CEO and President | 
of NAFEO, and just as a group of 
HBCU presidents recognized 30 years 
ago, the need for more direct action to | 
focus attention on the importance of ' 
HBCUs, the present federal administra- | 
tion has also recognized the contribu- ' 
tions of the alumni and the importance . 
of these institutions to the progress, | 
diversity and opportunity,in higher edu- 
cation. 

‘Two years ago, we called for the re- | 
elected president and his administration, ; 
to place higher education on the policy | 
agenda as a national priority. The reau-| | 
thorization of the Higher Education Act + 
and the improved programs that it con- | 
tains reflects this administration's 
resolve to make higher education a’ | 
national priority, But our work has just ! 
begun. The technological demands of | 
the new millennium require an advanced ' 
‘education. Economic advances and syn- | 
ergy in the 21st century require an“ 
understanding of the global society and” 
international matters that academia pro- 
vides best. 

as must be ever vigilant in inform- 

ind the public of the _ 


between Black and White grant institu- 
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SATURDAY, JANUARY 9 


EDISON — Middlesex and Union 

will cohost Cultural Tourism 
Chace s the College Center of 
Middlesex County College, 155 Mill 
Road from 8:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.(908) 
558-2550 


MONDAY, JANUARY 11 


EDISON — The New Jersey Associa- 
tion of Women Business Owners Inc. 
will hold a seminar on public relations 
in business featuring speaker Pam 
Maiolo beginning at 5 p.m. (732) 651- 
1495. 


TUESDAY, JANUARY 12 


LEBBANON — A Technology Expo at 
Raritan Valley Community College 
Advanced Technology Communica- 
tions Center open to the public, 12:30 
to 7:00p.m. (908) 735-5955 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 15 
y 


TRENTON — The New Jersey Cham- 
ber of Commèrce will host a round- 
table state chamber breakfast seminar 
at the Forsgate Country Club begin- 
ning at 8:30 a.m. (609) 989-7888. 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 16 


CLARK — The Union County Depart- 
ment of Economic Development will 
hold a workshop on grant writing in 
business at the Glark Public Library 
beginning at 9- a.m. (908) 558-2550. 


NEWARK — University of Medicine & 
Dentistry of New Jersey will hold a 
seminar on hospital finance at the hos- 
pital conference room beginning at 11 
a.m. (973) 373-7464. 


UNION — The Union Chamber of 
Commerce presents a seminar- on 
saving money in the 21st Century at 
their offices beginning at 6 p.m. (908) 
735-8001. 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 21 


EDISON — Somerset County Cham- 
ber of Commerce holds a Small Busi- 
ness Council Breakfast, three profes- 
sionals will discuss the latest develop- 
ie the Year 2000 bate breakfast 
sharp and networking at 
Sioopm. (908) 725-1552 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 22 


CAMDEN — The Gloucester Country 
Library System and The Camden 
Chamber of Commerce presents the 
SBA seminar at the library beginning 
at 9 a.m. (973) 645-2434, 


TUESDAY, JANUARY 26 


JAMESBURG — The New, Jersey, 
Chamber of Commerce presents a 
seminar on Y2K in business at the 
Jamesburg Country Club beginning at 
8 p.m. (609) 989-7888. 


MONTCLAIR — The Montclair Cham- 
ber of Commerace presents a busi- 
ness discussion on. investing with 
small business at their location begin- 
ning at 7 p.m. (973) 509-7200. 


CRANBURY — Robert L. Tammaro & 
Co. will offer free consultation for small 
and big business. Call (609) 655-8700 
for time and information. 


NEW YORK — New York University 
presents a seminar on the music busi- 
ness. Call (212) 998-7080 for time and 
information. 


NEW YORK — The American Man- 
agement Association will hold a work- 
shop on employees and employers at 
their headquarters. Call 1-800-348- 
7350 for time and information. 


‘THURSDAY, JANUARY 28 


NEWARK — The Regional Business 
Partnership and the Commerce & 
Industry Association of NJ will hold a 
business dinner at the New Jersey 
Performing Arts Center (NJPAC) The- 
ater Square Grill beginning at 7 p.m. 
(973) 242-6237. 


TUESDAY, FEBUARY 4 


JAMESBURG — The New Jersey 
State Chamber of Commerace will hos 
the 62nd Annual Walk to Washington 
& Congressional Dinner. Call (609) 
989-7888 for information. 


BUSINES: 


Cry News 5 


Ownership dunks on 
NBA season and players 


By John William Templeton 


Tall, acrobatic and graceful, will- 
ing to talk trash or empty the bench to 
defend their manhood, the players of 
the National Basketball Association 
are among the most admired and imi- 
tated athletes in the world. Lately, 
they've been very humble, shuffling 
into hotel suites to ask a group of short 
men in suits for the right to play bas- 
ketball. 

The “suits” have laid down the 
ultimate “dis.” They’re betting that the 
players are so concerned about getting 
50 percent of the NBA’s revenues that 
they will not realize that they could 
have 100 percent of it. 

When an Underground Railroad 
conductor in the mid-1800s was laud- 
ed for helping thousands of African 
Americans escape from slavery, she 
replied, “I could have helped thou- 
sands more if they had realized they 
were slaves.” 

Chuck D of the rap group Public 
Enemy, usually a step ahead of his col- 
leagues, would have taken the conduc- 
tor’s lead. His group recently started 
distributing its music over the Internet, 
bypassing a recording company’s 
delay in shipping its latest album. 

NBA players need to understand 
why million-dollar contracts, as excit- 
ing as they sound, are nothing more 
than shackles. Michael Jordan, the 
Chicago Bull legend, and William 


Gates, the Microsoft founder, started 
making million dollar salaries about 
the same time. 

Jordan’s last yearly salary of $30 
million is more thah Gates,’ but the lat- 
ter is the world’s richest man because 
he owns the source of his salary. 

Perhaps the players should ask 
themselves why the nation’s Fortune 
500 CEOs do not pay themselves such 
exorbitant salaries. Instead, they 
stock options. 

Regardless of the lack of business 
savvy, the 300 or so millionaires who 
play in the NBA have been given their 
freedom because the league has locked 
them out. All of their contracts are null 
and void until the league decides to let 
them back in. The league is quite pre- 
pared for there not to be professional 
men’s basketball this season because it 
will receive its television contract rev- 
enue regardless. 

Perhaps more than other sports, a 
basketball team is literally nothing 
beyond its players. People come to see 
the players, not the owners. What if 
they could see both the players and the 
owners at the same time? 

1 several ways to create an 
All-Star Players Basketball Associa- 
tion. The current membership of the 
union could constitute itself as what 
has become known as an ESOP- 
Employee Stock Ownership Plan and 
take over management of their careers. 
Shares of stock could be distributed 


based on the size of existing contracts 
with an incentive plan for perfor- 
mance. This new entity could either 
raise capital through an initial public 
offering or set up limited partnerships 
for each team with the league as gen- 
eral managing partner. Because of the 
space of new coliseums being built 
around the country through the owner- 
ship shakedown, there are multiple 
venues available to play in, including 
college gyms. For maximum profit, 
the league should own its own televi- 
sion rights, purchase time on networks 
and keep the advertising revenues for 
itself. The players would then also 
keep all the revenues from merchan- 
dising and marketing of products. 
Each player, no matter how long he 
has played, would have shares of own- 
ership that he would be able to hold on 
to forever, 

Itis not only an opportunity for the 
players, but also for black entrepre- 
neurs like BET’s Bob Johnson, Isaiah 
Thomas, Dave Bing, J. Bruce 
Llewellyn, Percy Sutton, Don Com- 
well, Butch Stewart, Sam Jonah, Bill 
Cosby, Oprah Winfrey and Spike Lee 
to’help the players see the light. Some 
of them have been rebuffed in efforts 
to buy a basketball team. They could 
step forward with the seed capital to 
Taunch a new league, political contacts 
to achieve stadium space and the man- 
agement expertise to make it run 
smoothly. They could offer the players 


the chance to have ownership equal to 
what they might achieve through a 
ESOP. 

Women’s players have already 
seen the light by taking ownership in 
the American Basketball League, 
which is also opposed by the NBA's 
WNBA subsidiary. Controlling profes- 
sional basketball would give African 
Americans the ability to build such 
networks as BET to national sources. 

The only barrier to this promised 
land are the “suits” who surround the 
players known as agents. They have as 
much at stake in the golden handcuffs 
that players wear as owners do. If the 
current labor struggle gains the players 
a few more percentage points, most 
players will never see it. 

Agents fill players’ heads with the 
illusion that making as much as $30 


NBA player Tim Hardaway at charity game in Atlantic City. 


million in salary is a good thing. 

But most businessmen understand 
that investment income with capital 
gains tax rates is much more prefer- 
able. However, you won’t hear agents 
saying that because they can then shift 
the money into tax shelters from which 
the funds will pass from the player’s 
nominal control to theirs, 

Players need to look beyond their 
own immediate gratification to the 
realization that they can have financial 
freedom for themselves and the com- 
munities they come from. We already 
act as though we own basketball. It’s 
time we really did. 

John William Templeton is execu- 
tive editor of Griot, the African Amer- 
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Founder’s National named 
top lender to blacks 


LOS ANGELES — Founders 
National Bank, primarily owned by 
superstars “Magic” Johnson and Janet 
Jackson with music industry execu- 


“tive Jheryl Busby, is named L.A.’s 
top lender to African-American busi- 
nesses by the City of Los Angeles 
Minority Development Agency. 


Preparation for Real Estate 
license offered at NJCU 


JERSEY CITY— New Jersey 
City University, formerly called Jer- 
sey City State College, will offer a 
preparation course for the State of 
New Jersey Real Estate Salesperson’s 
Licensing Examination on Saturdays 
this spring. 

Offered through NJCU’s Saturday 
Semester Program, the course will 
meet 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. on Saturdays, 
Jan. 23 through May 1 on the campus 
at 2039 Kennedy Blvd. in Jersey City. 

The course, approved by the Divi- 


sion of Real Estate of the State of 
New Jersey, provides the required 
educational experience for those who 
plan to take the New Jersey Real 
Estate Salesperson’s (Agent) Licens- 
ing Examination, It conforms with the 
75-hour course requirement of the 
New Jersey Real Estate Commission. 

Tuition is $250.00 not including 
the textbook. 

To register call (201) 200-3089 or 
visit the Saturday Semester office on 
the Web at http://conted4.njcu.edu. 


Jobless rate ends at an 


RENTON — New Jersey’s 
economy continued growing in 
November with an unemployment 
rate of 4.5 percent and job growth 
of 6,300 positions, and the economy 
appeared to be on a roll 

The jobless rate was below 5 
percent for the sixth straight month 
and employment reached another 
record high level, according to pre- 
liminary results from the state 
Labor Department’s monthly survey 

EEan 

Although the increase is only 
LA AE percent, the number 
of péople work in New Jersey 
increased by 6,300 from October to 
another 


900 over the month. An increase of 
500 in wholesale trade was due pri- 
marily to hiring by distributors of 
durable goods. 

Retail trade rose by 400 due to 
several modest gains, including 
increases of 600 in apparel shops, 
500 in food stores and 300 in 
department and variety stores 
Those outweighed decreases of 700 
in eating and drinking places and 
300 in assorted retail shops includ- 
ing pharmacies, liquor stores, and 
fuel oil dealers 

Job holding in finance, insur- 
ance and real estate increased by 
900. The gain was due mostly to 


level of 3,821, 900 on a seasonally 
adjusted basis in November. 

“New Jersey’s economy has 
been growing at a very healthy and 
sustainable pace this year,” Labor 
Commissioner Mel Gelade said. 
Through the first 11 months of 
1998, nonfarm employment has 
grown by 55,400 jobs and New Jer- 
sey’s economic expansion has gen- 
erated a net increase of 314,200 
jobs since January 1994, he said. 

The Labor Department’s latest 
monthly employer survey found, on 
a seasonally adjusted basis, the ser- 
vices division added 4,700 jobs 
from October to November. 

Nearly half of that growth 
oceurred in business services, 
which posted a gain of 2,200 jobs 
filled during November. 

But that hike was attributed to 
increases in temporary help and 
employment agencies(800 jobs) and 
in Computer and in data processing 
ices (700). 


Outstanding 4.2 percent 


stock and commodity brokerages 
and non-depository credit agencies, 
including mortgage brokerages. 

Construction employment rose 
by 600 to a seasonally adjusted 
level of 138,400 in November. The 
gain was concentrated among spe- 
cial trade contractors. Over the past 
year, construction filled 6,600 more 
jobs. 

Manufacturing employment 
edged upward by 300 from October 
to a level of 474,200 (seasonally 
adjusted) in November. The greatest 
increase in manufacturing was 400 
in rubber and plastics. The largest 
decline = of 400 - occurred in paper 


continued emp growth in products. 
See John Amos in Halley’s Comet at 
NJPAC to benefit Do Something 
[On Wednesday, February 24, 1999 at 7 p.m, John Amos 


Tickets are only $35 and go 
office on December 29. 


Newark Do Something's goal 
highly livable city by helpin 


|people and others to measura 


Iwill be performing his acclaimed one-man show Halley’s| 
Comet at NJPAC's Victoria Theater. All proceeds] 
directly support the programs of Newark Do Something, 


that end we inspire, train, mobilize, and fund young, 


on sale at the NJPAC box| 


is to help make Newark a 
g to develop leaders. Toj 


bly strengthen Newark 


in 

Anagement services rose by 1,100. 
The survey revealed gains of 400 
each in health care and social ser- 
viges, and of 300 in various service 
and recreational activities including 
pet care, parking garages and movie 

te: 
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Total trade employment grew by 


Marketing firm in Newark wins 
national attention for excellence 


LOS ANGELES— The Seventh 
Annual Public Relations Advertising 
Marketing Excellence (PRAME) 
Awards have proved to be a reward- 
ing night for the Newark firm Correct 
Communications, a winner in multi- 
ple categories. 

The six-year-old marketing com- 
munications company won top hon- 
ors in the Sales Promotion and 
Entertainment Categories for its 
overall campaign and especially 
radio advertisement promoting the 
new musical “SAM.” 

Correct, of Lock Street, also cap- 


tured the Self-Promotion Award for 
unique company brochure, the “Nuts 
and Bolts of Niche Marketing.” 

The PRAME Awards - a joint 
effort of the National Association of 
Market Developers, the Black Public 
Relations Society, the Black Creative 
Professionals Association and the 
Organization of Black Designers - 
were created in 1991 to recognize 
excellence in public relations, adver- 
tising and marketing created by 
African Americans for the African- 
American audience. 


Based in Newark, Correct 


employs a results-driven approach to 
building consumer awareness an 
generating sales for products ranging 
from girl's dolls to men’s grooming 
products. 

With a creative concept to match 
the music and fashion styles of Sam 
Cooke’s era, Correct produced an 
integrated marketing campaign 
designed to reach a target audience of 
theatergoers, music-lovers who are 
familiar with the music of Sam 
Cooke and organizations that fre- 
quently host group outings. The cam- 
paign included electronic and print 


ads, direct mail, coupons and public- 


Correct wrote and produced the 
winning 60-second radio spot that 
featured classic Sam Cooke tunes 
and the voice of Pat Prescott, a popu- 
lar New York radio personality. Ads 
and ticket give-aways were placed on 
WBGO-FM Newark, WBLS-FM and 
WCBS-FM, both in New York. 

Correct has taken an innovative 
approach to multicultural marketing 
with its creative and strategic work 
for national clients like Allstate 
Insurance, Mobil Oil and Coca-Cola. 
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APARTMENTS WEST! 


Westfield Manor Apartments located at 800 


gation and no finding has been made by any 
gally discriminated, 


been discriminated against because of their 
victims of housing discrimination may have 
ages proven. 


and: 


ments; 


‘Manor Apartments; 


NOTICE TO POTENTIAL VICTIMS OF ALLEGED 
HOUSING DISCRIMINATION AT WESTFIELD MANOR 


‘The United States is seeking information regarding possible victims of housing dis- 
crimination in connection with a lawsuit filed against the owners and managers of the 


On June 18, 1997, the United States filed a complaint in federal district court in 
Newark charging the owner and managers of the Westfield Manor Apartments with dis- 
crimination against persons on the basis of race or color. This complaint is only an alle- 


In connection with this lawsuit the United States seeks to locate persons who have 
applied for or otherwise inquired about housing at these apartments and who may have 


You may be a victim if you are a black person (or someone who was with you 
or with whom you intended to live is a black person) and you applied for an apart- 
ment, or asked about renting an apartment at the Westfield Manor 


1. You were told that no apartments were available at Westfield Manor Apart- 


2. You were shown a dirty, occupied, 


FIELD, NEW JERSEY 


Forest Avenue, Westfield. 


‘court as to whether the defendants have ille- 


race or color. Persons who are found to be 
certain rights, if liability is found and dam- 


Apartments, 


OR 
or partially renovated unit at Westfield 


OR 


a kúk 
at Westfield Manor Apartments. 


PR, me 


ee, Housing and Civil Enforcement Section 
[| PO. Box 65998 


against or dis 


If you (or someone you know) meet any of these conditions, or have any informa- 
tion that maybe relevant to this lawsuit, please contact the United States Department of 
Justice at 1-800-896-7743. You may also write to: 


renting a unit 


J Westfield Manor Apartments Case 
United States Department of Justice 
Civil Rights Division 


Washington, D.C. 20035-5998 
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WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 6 


LINDEN — The Blood Center of 
New Jersey celebrates its National 
Blood Donor Month at Linden 
Presbyterian Church, Orchard Terr. 
And Princeton Rd., from 4p.m. to 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 7 


NEW BRUNSWICK — The New 
Jersey State Bar Foundation will 
have a free public seminar on 
“Financing Long-Term Health Care” 
from 1 to 3 p.m. (732) 937-7518 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 8 


ORANGE — The Blood Center of NJ 
is announcing its National Blood 
Donor Month at the Hospital Center 
of Orange, 188 S. Essex Avenue 
from 10a.m. to 4 p.m.800 256 6365 


TEANECK — Holy Name Hospital, 
in conjunction with the Teaneck 
Department of Health and Human 
Services, will offer a pressure 
screening 725 Teaneck Rd. (201) 
837 -1850 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 9 


PLAINFIELD — The Greater 
Plainfield Area Chapter of the ARC 
and New Jersey Blood Services will 
hold a blood drive at First Unitarian 
Society 724 Park Ave. 8:30p.m. - 
2:00 p.m. (908) 7565-6414 


MONDAY, JANUARY 11 


PLAINFIELD —The Blood Center of 
NJ celebrates its National Blood 
Donor Month at Muhlenburg 
Regional Medical Center., Park 
Avenue from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. 800 
256-6365 


TUESDAY, JANUARY 12 


NEW BRUNSWICK — The New 
Jersey State Bar Association will 
present a free public seminar on 
“Special Needs, Trusts and 
Guardianships for People with 
Serious Disabilities and Mental 
iness’ rom 7 10-9 p.m. at the Now 

Center, One 
Consitution Square (off Ryders 
Lane). (732) 937-7518 


Holy Name Hospital is offering 
Massage Therapy sessions in the 
Community Services 
Building 725 Teaneck Rd. from 5 to 
7p.m. by appointment only (201) 
833-3136 


NEWARK — The Blood Center of NJ 
is celebrating their National Blood 
Month at Columbus Hospital, 495 n. 
13th Street from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
800-256-6365 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 14 


The Greater Plainfield Area Chapter 
of the ARC and New Jersey Blood 
Services will hold a open blood drive 
at Our Lady of the Mount 167 Mt. 
Bethel Rd. - Warren from 8:30 a.m. 
to 2:00 p.m. (908) 756-6414 


WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 20 


NEW BRUNSWICK — The New 
Jersey State Bar Foundation, The 
New Jersey State Bar Association 
Elder Law Section and the ARC of 
New Jersey will cosponsor a free 
public seminar highlighting develop- 
mental disabilities and will be held 
from 7 to 9 p.m. at the New Jersey 
Law Center, One Constitution 
Square.(732) 937-7518 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 22 


TEANECK — Holy Name Hospital in 
conjunction with the Teaneck 
Department of Health and Human 
Services will offer a free Blood 
Pressure Screening from 1:00 p.m. 
to 3:00 p.m. (201) 837-1850 


BELLEVILLE — The Women's 
Health Center at Clara Maass, in 
cooperation with Berlex 
Laboratories, hosts a free monthly 
Support group for women experienc- 
ing The 


Religious leaders clarifying, cajoling on organ donation 


WASHINGTON -— Churches and 
synagogues across the country will 
ask the faithful to donate more than a 
few dollars this weekend. They want 
their kidneys, livers and hearts - after 
death, of course. 

Tackling a perception that reli- 
gions shun organ donation, they’ll put 
donor cards in bulletins and encour- 
age families to talk it over. 
Transplant recipients and people 
waiting for new organs will speak at 
alae 

10 factual information 
about ite Shale said Rev. Clark 
Lobenstine, an organizer of this 
weekend's National Donor Sabbath. 
“We're dealing with beliefs, we're 
dealing with family traditions, we're 
dealing with what Grandma said. 
‘These are deeply ingrained.” 

One goal of the weekend is to let 
people know their religions support 
organ donation. 

“People aren’t sure how their reli- 


gion stands on it,” said Mark 
Saunders, 43, who is waiting for a 
kidney transplant and plans to speak 
Sunday at his church in Waldorf, Md. 

’s an opportunity to clear up a lot of 
things.” 

Another goal is to prompt family 
discussions. Surveys indicate most 
people support donation, but when 
families are asked, half refuse, often 
because survivors don’t know what 
their loved ones would have wanted. 

The weekend also offers the 
organ transplant community a chance 
to change the subject from its divisive 
fight over how to allocate donated 
organs to something everyone agrees 
on: the need to increase donations. 

At the end of September, 58,146 
Patients were awaiting transplants of 
a variety of organs. In 1997, there 
were about 17,000 transplants, and 
more than 4,000 people die each year 
waiting for an organ. 

Pastors, rabbis and other clergy in 


about 35 states are taking part in the 
weekend. The Congress of National 
Black Churches is a co-sponsor, try- 
ing to increase low organ donations 
among black Americans, who make 
up a disproportionate share of people 
waiting for transplants, 

In Detroit, the Minority Organ 
and Tissue Transplant Euication 
Program is planning a bone mar- 
row/organ donor card drive, a health 
summit and an appearance on a reli- 
gious talk show. 

“We'll be asking those people 
who have been recipients of or are 
awaiting organ donations to address 
their own congregations,” said MOT- 
gram director Remonia A. 
“Most religions view 
organization donations as the ultimate 
gift of giving.” 

The Transplantation Society of 
Michigan and the Michigan Eye Bank 
are providing handouts and other lit- 
erature to volunteers who will distrib- 


Eye examinations needed for Glaucoma 


JACKSON, NJ — January is 
Glaucoma Awareness Month! 

With no early warning signs of 
possible vision loss. Dr. Rummel 
and Dr. Raghu of Rummel Eye Care 
are urging those at risk for glaucoma 
to get regular eye examinations to 
help detect this blinding eye disease. 

“One of the challenges we face 
with glaucoma is that people are not 
aware that the disease is slowly 
stealing their vision”, Dr. Rummel 
said. “By the time they realize they 
are losing vision, it is too late to 
restore the vision they have already 
lost. However, with treatment, glau- 
coma usually can be controlled and 
remaining vision can be protected.” 

January is Glaucoma Awareness 
Month, and Rummel Eye Care, 
along with the National Eye 
Institute (NEI) and more than 30 
other organizations, are highlighting 
the importance of eye care and good 
vision. 

Glaucoma is a leading cause of 
irreversible vision loss in the United 
States and affects about three mil- 
lion Americans. 

It is estimated that up to one- 
half of this number may be unaware 
they may have the disease. Dr. 
Rummel identified high risk groups 
as “Everyone over the age of 60, 
African- Americans over the age of 
40, and people who have a family 
history of glaucoma. These people 
need to receive an optic nerve and 
eye pressure exam at least every two 
years.” 

Glaucoma occurs when the nor- 
mal fluid pressure inside the eye 
progressively increases, leading to 
optié nerve damage and reduced 
peripheral (side) vision. As the dis- 
ease worsens, the field of vision 
gradually narrows and blindness 
may result. However, it is important 


to note that elevated fluid pressure 
inside the eye may put people at risk 
for glaucoma, but it does not neces- 
sarily mean they have the disease. 
Whether or not a person develops 
glaucoma depends on the level of 
pressure the optic nerve can tolerate 
without being damaged. The level of 
pressure is different for each person. 
r. Raghu said while glaucoma 
screening techniques have improved 
and can play a vital role in educating 
people about the risks of glaucoma, 
the best way to detect glaucoma is to 
have an eye exam. To allow the eye 
care professional to obtain a view of 
the eye’s optic nerve and measure 
eye pressure to look for early signs 
of glaucoma. “Health care providers 
should take a more active role in 
encouraging their patients to get a 
regular eye exam,” Dr. Raghn said. 

“If glaucoma is suspected a 
dilated exam using eye drops to 
allow a better view of the optic 
nerve is indicated, as well as a visu- 
al field test to measure for side 
vision loss.” 

Carl Kupfer, M.D., director of 
the National Eye Institute, one of 
the Federal government’s National 
Institutes of Health, said that peopl 
at risk for glaucoma often believe 
that if their vision is fine, there is no 
need to be concerned. It is only 
when they notice vision loss that 
they take action. 

‘With no obvious problems 
associated in glaucoma’s early 
stages, people believe their quality 
of life is not affected,” said Dr. 
Kupfer. “But it’s important that peo- 
ple at risk for glaucoma understand 
that vision lost from glaucoma is 
lost forever. If glaucoma is detected 
and treated early in its progression, 
it can usually be controlled before 
serious vision loss occurs.” 


Doria measures seeks to guarantee health 
care coverage for customers of ailing HMO’s 


— Tightened Controls Necessary, After Near Collapse of HIP-NJ & APPP 


(BAYONNE) — Citing the need 
to guarantee health care treatment 
for managed care customers regard- 
less of the managed care organiza- 
tions’ financial status, Assembly 
Democratic Leader Joseph V. Doria 
Jr. has introduced legislation that 
would establish an HMO guaranty 
trust fund to assist financially trou- 
bled HMOs. 

Doria’s legislation (A-2735) 
would establish the “New Jersey 
Health i O izati 


Awareness and Support Group 
meets on Wednesday evenings from 
7 to 8 p.m, in the Women's Health 
Center at Clara Maass, located on 
the lobby level of the Clara Maass 
Continuing Care Center at Belleville, 
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Guaranty Association” to protect 
both enrollees and health care 
providers if the HMO faces financial 
trouble or insolvency. This associa- 
tion — comprised of the state’s 23 
HMOs — would ensure that the 
health care service obligations of 
HMOs to their enrollees and health 
care providers are satisfied. 

“The state can no longer take a 
piece-meal approach when dealing 
with insolvent HMOs,” said Doria 
(D-Hudson). “Protections need to be 
in place to prevent future occur- 
rences. We need to ensure that no 
patient is turned away from treat- 
ment, and that health care providers 
are being reimbursed for services 
provided.” 

“Clearly, more attention over the 
financial conditions of HMOs is 
both justified and appropriate.” 

HIP Health Plan of NJ made a 
deal with Virginia-based PHP 
Healthcare Corp. to run its opera- 
tions in New Jersey. Now PHP's NJ 
subsidiary — Pinnacle Health 
Enterprises —is bankrupt. After 
owing $150 million to NJ doctors 
and hospitals, HIP was placed under 
control of the State Department of 
Banking and Insurance in 
November, Due to reports of 
refusals by physicians to treat the 
remaining 194,000 HIP patients, the 


department forged an agreement 
between physicians and hospitals to 
guarantee partial payment of HIP 
related claims. 

On Dec. 11, a state Superior 
Court judge ordered the State 
Department of Banking and 
Insurance to take control over 
American Preferred Provider Plan 
(APPP). APPP — a three year-old 
company based in Paterson — pro- 
vides coverage to approximately 
44,000 poor, elderly, and disabled 
residents, most of them Medicaid 
recipients. The provider is $25 mil- 
lion in debt. 

“The state is not in the business 
of bailing out managed care compa- 
nies involved in unscrupulous busi- 
ness practices,” said Doria. “We 
need to protect individuals covered 
by HMOs and ensure their access to 
quality health care. The industry 
needs to be accountable for its own 
actions. 

“Under provisions of Doria’s 
measure, the association would be a 
private, not-for-profit entity under 
the immediate supervision of the 
state Department of Banking and 
Insurance. The association would 
be authorized by a board of directors 
comprised of HMO representatives 
and health care providers. Any 
HMO that wants to operate in New 
Jersey would be required to be a 
member of the association. 

The association would be 
required to assure payment of the 
contractual obligations of financial- 
ly impaired or financially insolvent 
HMOs. 


The organization would also be 
required to repay the state in full for 
covering the existing contractual 
obligations of financially impaired 
HMOs within two years after the 
bill’s enactment. 


According to Dr. Kupfer, “Many 
new medications, including eye 
drops, have become available in the 
past two years to help treat glauco- 
ma. These new eye drops have few 
side effects that could reduce a 
patient’s quality of life.” 

‘Other treatments for glaucoma 
may include laser surgery or con- 
ventional surgery.” 

Rummel Eye Care is participat- 
ing in the National Eye Health 
Education Program, a nationwide 
effort coordinated by the National 
Gye Institute to educate the public 
about the importance of preventive 
eye care. During the entire month of 
January, Rummel Eye Care will be 
providing free eye pressure and 
optic nerve screening to evaluate for 
glaucoma, 

If you are interested, please call 
(732) 364-4111 (Jackson, NJ) or 
(732) 505-5400 (Toms River, NJ) to 
schedule an appointment for your 
free glaucoma screening. Please 
specifically mention this “Free 
Glaucoma Month Screening.” 


ute them at their congregations. 
Organizers report that the greatest 
response to donor haro Gt comes 
from church services. 

In Savannah, Ga., organizers plan 
a candle-lighting to honor families 
and recipients. In Parsippany, N.J., 
the Jewish Community Center will 
display a Donor Family Quilt. A 
Youngtsown, Ohio, church plans a 
spirtual concert. 

One fear shared by religious and 
non-religious people alike is that doc- 
tors might not try as hard to save their 


lives if they have agreed to donate 
organ: 


Tk “fact, doctors who work with 
dying patients are different from the 
doctors who work with transplant 
patients, hostpital officials say. In 
most cases, two doctors must certify a 
donor is brain dead before organs are 
removed. 

Organizers have sent thousands 
of churches and synagogues informa- 
tional sheets and donor cards to tuck 
into weekly bulletins and use in 
newsletters. 


College Epilepsy group 
forms at Rutgers University 


NEW BRUNSWICK—Students 
at Rutgers University with an inter- 
est in epilepsy have organized a 
first-in-the-nation  campus-based 

ion dedicated to 


self is affected by epilepsy, chal- 
lenged the group to become an 
example for other New Jersey col- 
leges and has made a personal finan- 
cial to that end. 


students with epilepsy, educating the 
public about epilepsy and providing 
community services to those with 
epilepsy and their families. 
E.S.C.A.PE. (Educating Society’s 
Conceptions About People with 
Epilepsy) was founded by Katherine 
Grimshaw of Richwood, Kanishka 
Paul of Cranford and Kelly Selander 
of Piscataway, all from New Jersey. 

“We found that there is a great 
need for unity among people who 
care about this disorder,” said 
Katherine Grimshaw, “either 
because they have personal experi- 
ence with it or because a friend or 
loved one has experienced it. 

There is also a tremendous need 
for public education about seizures, 
despite the fact that so many in his- 
tory have had epilepsy, included in 
this are Caesar Van Gogh, 
Dostoyevsky and Katherine the 
Grest. Could these people even be 
able to get a job today?”, Kelly 
Selander asked. 

E.S.C.A.P.E. drew high-level 
attention almost immediately. Tony 
Coelho, Chairman of the President's 
Committee for Employment of 
People with Disabilities, who him- 


E.S.C.A.P.E. has held several 
on-campus meetings and organized a 
ribbon distribution to help promote 
November as National Epilepsy 
Awareness Month. 

Currently, E.S.C.A.PE.’s mem- 
bership, said to be “about twenty”, is 
planning educational events, social 
activities, and an awareness cam- 
paign to be conducted university- 
wide. E.S.C.A.P.E. is an affiliated 
program of the Epilepsy Foundation 
of New Jersey. 

The Epilepsy Foundation is a 
non-profit voluntary and charitable 
agency dedicated to helping to 
improve the quality of life for people 
with epilepsy, and their loved ones. 

EFNJ offers a broad spectrum of 
individual and family support ser- 
vices to those affected with epilepsy 
and other developmental disabilities 
including counseling, information 
and referral, support groups, advoca- 
cy, a parent to parent network, a toy 
lending library, community recre- 
ation activities, and a summer camp. 

For more information on the 
Epilepsy Foundation of New Jersey, 
please call (800) EFNJ-TIE or visit 
the website at www.efnj.com. 
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Billboard 


WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 6 


NEW YORK — 22ND Annual Three 
Kings Day Parade at 1220 Fifth 
Avenue 


For information call (212)831-7272 


NEWARK — The Newark museum 
will begin its Universe presentation in 
the planetarium which will explore 
celestial phenomena. 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 8 


NEW YORK — Sage Theatre pre- 
sents “Lavina Speaks & Paint it Black” 
s Two one-act, one character plays 
dealing with the realization of self. 
Show time is 7:00 pm 529 W. 42nd 
St. (212) 929 3423 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 9 


Cindy Mangsen and Steve Gillette in 
concert at the Watchung Arts Center 
8:00p.m. Tickets are $10 for more 
information call (908) 753-0190 


SUNDAY, JANUARY 10 


NEWARK—Liza Minelli at NJPAC 
7:30 p.m. Featuring the Cortes 
Alexander Trio and Musical Director 
Bill Lavor 


PLAINFIELD — The Historical Soci- 
ety of Plainfield will feature artist 
Gerry Heyd't solo exhibit from 2-4 
p.m. at the Drake House Museum in 
Plainfield. (908) 527-2965 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 14 


N EW YORK — A major exhibition of 
work by colonist and mail artist Ray 
Johnson (1927-95), organized by the 
Wexner Center for the Arts, will pre- 
miere at the Whitney Museum of Art 
Center for the Arts (212) 570-3633 


‘SATURDAY, JANUARY 16 


WESTFIELD —The Chorale Art Soci- 
ety of New Jersey, Inc. will present a 
Bach and Handel Concert at 8p.m. at 
the Presbyterian Church in Westfield 
on Mountain Ave. at Broad St. (908) 
740-4171 


SUNDAY, JANUARY 17 


A book reading with Geoffrey O'brien 
3:00p.m.at the Museum of the City of 
New York 


SUNDAY, JANUARY 20 


PLAINFIELD — Poetry at Plainfield 
Public Library - 8th Street at Park Ave. 
6:45p.m. -8:30p.m. for information call 
(908) 757-1114 


TUESDAY , JANUARY 26 


NEW BRUNSWICK — In conjunction 
with the Unique Lives and Experi- 
ences Women's Lecture Series the 
State Theatre will sponsor “ Meet the 
celebrity’ VIP Recentions as a special 
event fund-raiser Nobel Prize winner 
for Literature and author of the 
Pulitzer Prize-winning novel Beloved 
now a motion picture starring Oprah 
Winphrey at 7: 30 p.m. 
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‘T ll Make Me A World, E g 


preview comes to Newark 


NEWARK — Newark’s art and 
culture enthusiasts are among the 
few U.S. audiences that will preview 
excerpts from the long-awaited PBS 
documentary series, “I'll Make Me 
A World,” on Sunday, Jan. 10, at 
2:00 p.m. at the Newark Museum 
Produced and directed by the late 
Henry Hampton, producer of Eyes 
On The Prize, this six-hour television 
epic chronicles the immense contri- 
butions of African - American artists 
to American culture. The event, 
which also includes a brief discus- 
sion of the program by associate pro- 
ducer, Sam Pollard, is hosted by the 
Newark Coalition for “I'll Make Me 
A World”. Admission is free 

“This is a rare opportunity to 
preview some of the highlights of th> 
series,” explains Jane Stein, directui 
of public programs at The Newark 
Museum and one of the organizers of 
the sneak preview. “There are few 
people who will see the series before 
February. The opportunity to hear 
from Sam Pollard will give audi- 
ences a unique insight into the series 
and some of the artists profiled.” 

The afternoon will also include 
jazz music from the Steve and Iqua 
Colson Quintet. The Colsons, both 
well-known local musicians will per- 
form the music of jazz legends such 
as Duke Ellington and Sarah Vaughn. 
In addition, legendary visual artist 
and quilter, Faith Ringgold, who is 
profiled in “I'll Make Me A World,” 
will be at the museum to discuss and 
sign her recent book, “The Invisible 
Princess,” Ringgold is best known 
for her book “Tar Beach.” 


This event and a series of lec- 
tures screenings, concerts and exhi- 
bitions are being presented in Janu- 
ary and early February at sites 
throughout Newark by the Newark 
Coalition for “I'll Make Me a 
World.” The coalition is comprised 
of several prominent Newark-based 
art and cultural organizations includ- 
ing Aljira, a Center For Contempo- 
rary Art, The Newark Museum, New 
Communities Corporation, the New 
Jersey Historical Society, Seton Hall 
University, Newark Public Schools 
and the New Jersey Performing Arts 
Center. 

“TIl Make Me A World,” pre- 
mieres on PBS Feb. 1-3, 1999 It 
takes a century -Jong look af the cong 
tribution: 
artists Ie America 
two-hour segment 
approximate 30-year time span of 
contributions 

Broad in its scope of art disci- 
plines, television viewers will learn 
about the work of musicians, 
dancers, filmmakers, writers) poets, 
painters, quilt-makers and play- 
wrights. The series reveals many of 
the behind-the-scenes struggles and 
triumphs of artists as diverse as 
Buddy Bolden (trumpeter/band, 
leader), Oscar Micheaux {filmmak- 
er), W.E.B. Du Bois (scholar), Dizzy 
Gillespie, (jazz trumpeter/band 
leader), Jacob Lawrence (painter), 
James Baldwin (writer), Spike Lee 
(filmmaker), Bill T. Jones 
(dancer/choreographer), Kara Walk- 
er (visual artist) and many others. 
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“The PJ’s,” coming to a city near you 


BEVERLY HILLS, Calif. — The 
magic of the award-winning Will 
Vinton Studios joins forces with the 

© genius of Eddie Murphy in 
the first stop-motion ani- 
mation series ever to air in prime 
time. Set in a big city housing pro- 
ject, the “foamation” hes 
cultural stereotypes and taboo 
takes a satirical look at urban 
values. Created by Murphy and Larry 
Wilmore & Steve Tompkins. 
PJs” is produced by Imagine Televi- 
sion, Eddie Murphy Productions and 
Will Vinton Studios in association 
with Touchstone Television and pre- 
mieres Sunday, Jan. 10, at 8:30 p.m. 
(ET/PT) on FOX. 

The series moves to its regular 
time on Tuesday, Jan. 12, at m. 

Voicing Thurgood Stubbs, Mur- 
phy stars as the cantankerous super- 
intendent of the Hilton-Jacobs Pro- 
jects. All Thurgood wants is to be left 
alone with his recliner and his 
beloved “Wheel of Fortune.” But 
whether it’s a fluod uf water from 
faulty plumbing or a flood of com- 
plaints from the tenants, it seems 
there’s just never enough time to kick 
back and relax with a “forty,” Thur- 
good’s beverage of choice. 

Thurgood’s wife Muriel (Loretta 
Devine, “Waiting to Exhale”) is the 
calming force in his life. Sweet as 
can be, her feathers never get ruffled 
and she seems to find the good in 
anybody or any situation, She keeps a 
journal of her life because that’s what 
her hero Oprah does. While Thur- 
good and Muriel have no kids of their 
own, they act as surrogate parents to 
oe (Crystal Scales), a bright 10- 

ear-old who idolizes Thurgood, and 
fis lead Juicy (Michele Morgan) 
whose parents are so overweight they 
can’t fit through the doorway to their 
apartment. Rounding out Thurgood 
and Muriel’s extended family in the 


projects are Muriel’s older sister 
Bebe (Jenifer Lewis, “Dreamgirls”) 
and her Korean husband Jimmy 
(Michael Paul Chan), who have the 
sex drives of a couple of teenagers; 
Mrs. Avery (Ja’net DuBois), an 
uptight, 73-year-old resident who's 
angry even when she’s happy; 
Sanchez (Pepe Serna), Thurgood’s 
chess buddy who can only speak 
through a voice box which is Cond 
stantly on the fritz; and the very eols 


orful Haiti Lady (Cheryl Francis Har-'" 


rington) who sees voodoo as a solu- 
tion to everyday problems. 

As one of “The PJs” creators and 
executive producers, Murphy's goal 
was .0 design a show that was edgy 
and interesting without putting peo- 
ple off. “I wanted to do the type of 
show where people sit around and 
talk about it afterward, the way they 
did with shows like ‘All in the Fami- 
ly,” said Murphy. “I want people to 
watch ‘The PJs’ and say, ‘Oh, man, 
I’ve never seen anything like that.” 

Co-creators and executive pro- 
ducers Steve Tompkins (“In Living 
Color.” Simpsons” and Larry 
Wilmore (“In Living Color,” “The 
Fresh Prince of Bel Air”) agreed, and 
seized on the series’ unusual locale 
for ‘ts distinct voice. “The projec 
definition, ey people on the outside 
especially, can be a very dangerous 
place,” Wilmore said. “We felt that 
people who live in the projects don’t 
see the same things as people who 
live on the outside, so we wanted to 
treat it as happenstance, like it’s real- 
ly part of the background and you 
just accept 

Tompkins continued, “One of the 
great liberties that the premise of the 
show gave us with Thurgood and 
Muriel is that they have an apartment 
and job for life. It’s not about them 
struggling and trying to make their 
rent or make ends meet. So the pover- 


The cast of Eddie Murphy's Py s a new series on Fox 


ty, the real implications of poverty, 
never hit home.” 

“It’s been a real hand-in-glove 
process with Larry and Steve,” noted 
Will Vinton, executive producer on 
the series and chairman of Will Vin- 
ton Studios. “One of the most won- 
derful things is seeing what they’ve 
done with the ch 
them are really brilliant writers who 
have a iot of good experience in com- 


AN INSPIRING TRIBUTE! 


acters. Both of 


REV. DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 


ine Television, Eddie Murphy Pro- 
ductions, Inc. and The Will Vinton 
Studios in association with Touch- 
stone Television. Created by Eddie 
Murphy and Larry Wilmore & Steve 
Tompkins, the show is executive pro- 
duced by Brian Grazer, Ron Howard, 
Tony Krantz, Murphy, Vinton, 
Wilmore, Tompkins, and Tom 
Turpin. Mike Mendel is producer. 


edy.” 

Vinton looks forward to the chal- 
lenge of producing a weekly stop- 
motion animation series, something 
that has never been done before. “It’s 
going to be a challenge organizing 
this series, with four or more 
episodes in production at one time 
But I'm excited about g these 
characters to life each we 

“The PJs” is produced by Imag- 


COMING SOON 


SAT JAN 16 AT 7:30 
QUARTET & FODAY MUSA SUSO 
Victoria Theater $35 


Featuring 


SHIRLEY 


With NJPAC Jubilation Choir, 
Stefanie Minatee, director 
Keynote 5 

Congressman John Lewis 


rad Guest 

ongressman Donald Payne 
Special Guest Host 

ssy Houston 


WED JAN 13 AT 7:00 


A tribute in words, music and song 
to the life and work of Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. 


Prudential Hall 
Tickets: Adult $18, Child $9 


Pre-Performance Reception 
and VIP Seating: $50 


SAT JAN 16 AT 8:00 
B.B. KING 
Bobby “Blue” Blond 
Prudential Hall: © $28-546 
WED JAN 20 AT 7:30 
MOISEYEV DANCE COMPANY 
Prudential Hall © $15-564 
SAT JAN 23 AT 8:00 
LONDON SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
a. Colin Davis, rete: 

Steven Isserlis, 


Prudential fall . és 15-564 
SUN JAN 24 AT 2:00 


CAESAR 


CAROLYN DORFMAN 

DANCE COMPANY 

Ages 10. up 

Victoria Theater © Adult $18, Child $9 
JAN 26-31 


EVITA 
Prudential Hall © 


ES "Bell Atlantic Passport to Culture 


$16-$65 


Bell Atlanti 


PASSPORT TO CULTURE ly Time Series 


COMPANY 


FRI JAN 29 AT 7:30 
SAT JAN 30 AT 7:30 
SUN JAN 31 AT 2:30 


Two electrifying companies join forces 
for this dance event, an 
original NPAC World Festival 
commission! Be there when = 
they set the stage on fire with 
music and motion! 


€ p ORLD FESTIVAL TI 


Victoria Theater 
Tickets: $35 


Dance Series 


HOT MUSIC AND MOTION! 
URBAN BUSH 


NATIONAL SONG 


oF MOZAMBIQUE 


1998-1999 EASON 


NJ Pas 


New Jersey PERFORMING ARTS'CENTER 
THE 


FOR TICKETS CALL 
l: 1-888-G0- NJPAC 


epey 


ON NEWARK RIVERFRONT 


Urban onti 
Continental 3 
Bush Women Airlines A 
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Religion 


January 6 - January 12, 1999 


Pastor brings religion 
into the lives 
of prison inmates 


By Susan Lorimor 


MICHIGAN CITY, Ind. - Dressed 
in a flannel shirt and wearing black 
motorcycle gloves, the Rev. Joe Lanza- 
taco arrives for a day’s work at the Indi- 
ana State Prison in Michigan City. His 
mission: To deliver Sunday Mass at the 
prison and save souls. During the week, 
Lanzalaco also teaches at Andrean 
High School in Merrillville. 

Lanzalaco’s been going to the “big 
house” for about 3 years, and in that 
time, has helped a small prison ministry 
program grow from 11 to 60 inmates. 

“In our society, because it is a vio- 


or the scum of society,” Lanzalaco 
“I view them as outcasts of society. 
Jesus welcomed back outcasts.” 

Inmates say it’s easy to relate to 
Lanzalaco, who fought in the Vietnam 
War and was a sergeant in the military 


“We know he’s been through the 
same experiences as we have been 
through,” inmate Steve Jordan said. 
Lanzalaco said prison is the first stable 
environment many of the inmates have 
ever-been in, and once they have that 
stable life, they “think about what they 
did” 


WASHINGTON — Judge Higgin- 
botham was one of the “true giants of 
the civil rights struggle,” said Rep. 
Maxine Waters. Judge Higginbotham 
was a leading legal scholar, author, his 
torian and professor in addition to his 
stellar 29 year career on the federal 
bench. 

NAACP President & CEO Kweisi 
Mfume said, “The world has lost one of 
the finest, most preeminent jurists of 
our times. His work is a reflection of 
both his deep passion for civil rights 
and his legendary pursuit of justice and 
equality for all Americans. As a life- 
time member of the NAACP, Judge 
Higginbotham also served as the branch 
president in Philadelphia, Pa. In 1996, 
he was awarded the Spingam Medal. 
the NAACP’s highest and noble: 
honor of achievement This honor illus» 
trates how Judge 


that only one name be recommended to 
the full board for ratification or rejec- 
tion. The NAACP and I will forever be 
indebted to Judge Higginbotham who 
as a lawyer, historian, legal scholar, and 
author is.and will always remain a true 
‘American hero. 

Judge Higginbotham was a bril- 
tiant educator, litigator and jurist. Our 
society benefited most from his strong 
sense of values and integrity, said 
Mfume. The Judge remained loyal to 
his values to give voice to “voiceless 
and forgotten people’ in hopes of bring- 
ing about a change for the good of all. 
We send our heartfelt condolences to 
Judge Higginbotham’s family 

IAACP. Board Chairman Julian 

Bond said, “From his Presidency of the 

Philadelphia NAACP Branch in 1960 

to his resona testimony agin 
Le 


emerged as a giant of jurisprudence 
during his three-decade tenure as the 
nation’s longest serving active Federal 
judge. 

“Judge Higginbotham was a close 
friend and a mentor to me, said Mfume. 
T hold him in the highest regard and his 
life’s work will always have my most 
profound respect. The Judge headed up 
the search committee that brought me 
to the NAACP, insisting in his own way 


ichert. 
Realtors’ 


For all your Real Estate needs call 
Mary Folk 


METUCHEN OFFICE 


AX: (732) 906-8109 


Your Real Estate 


6.2174 professional! 


CITY 


Informing you about your world 


TO SUBSCRIPTIONS CALL 908-754-3400 


NEWS 


he ey for commie public a 


Sludge Higginbotham was a fra 
quent witness here on Capitol Hill, said 
Waters. His most recent testimony was 
two weeks ago Tuesday, Dec. 1, 1998 
in front of the House Judiciary Com- 
mittee. As he often did, Judge Higgin- 
botham provided clear, insightful testi- 
mony. In his opening statement, he 
asked the Members to listen to “Luther 
Standing Bear, a member of the Lakota 
Tribe, who said, “Thought comes: 
before speech.’...when dealing with one 
of the most important constitutional 
issues which this committee will ever 
m 
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Get on 
good terms 


with The Best. 


30-year fixed rate 


10/1 ARM 30-year term 


5/1 ARM 30-year term 


3/1 ARM 30-year term 


Z000*||6 
7000" 


EPA PEL 


Rate 


6.625" 
6.790" 


10 years, after which rate may 


Rate 


"$6.66 | |" $6.41 | |*"$6,33 |" 


6.500" 
6.870" 


5 years, after which rate may 


Rate 


6.250" 
6.890" 


rg 6 a6 


Converts to 1-year ARM in 
3 years, after which rate may 


to change without notice. Borrow 
$500,000; for loans over $500,000, 


Tess than 20% will be accepted with private mortg: 


and interest payments on the loan. 


opto $227.50 0 
a 25% down 


surance on loans to a maximum of $227, 1 


0. Down payments of 
5l represents principal 


‘ No lock-in fees : No points 
‘ Guaranteed rate 


Other mortgage plans for purchase or refinance are also available. 
For an application, visit the Investors’ branch nearest you or call: 


1-800-252-8119 


Visit us on the Web: www.hsh.c sl 


html 


Ti 


Berrow frem Mhe best! 


INVESTORS 


CORPORATE OFFICE: 


CHATHAM: 
169 Main Street™ 
i |a 


Bees Shop Centert 

Gours NECK: 
PO. Box 127 

be 

88 Norwood Avenue, PO. Box 227 

EAST ORANGE. 

27 Prospect Steet 


EDISON: 
1655-85 Oak Tree Road* Iie 


Investors’ 24-Hour 
ATM Location 


HOLD: 

Highway 9 and Adelphia Road* 
HILLSIDE: 

1128 Uberty Avenue* 


| S71 Cost Norms noaa? 
| LONG BRANCH: 


MILLBURN: 

243 Milburn Avenue* 
NAVESINK: 

Highway 36 and Valley Orive* 


N: {PI 
Livingston Avenue™ js 


SCOTCH PLAINS: 
| 437 Park Avenue* 


Waverly Piace” 


Deposits FDIC insured to $100,000 


av 


SAVINGS BANK 


249 Millburn Avenue, Millburn 


SPRINGFIELD: 


SPRING LAKE HEIGHTS: 
ighway 71 and Watren Avenue 
TOMS RIVER: 

874 Fischer Blvd, Bay Plaza* 
(Shop Rte Cot) 

864 Route 37 West" 

Wesi Fis Plaza) 


UNION: 
977-979 Stuyvesant Avenue 
Fickel Shopping Center, Route 22* 


WHITING: 


77 Lacey Road™ 


have, to pause and to give thought 
before you speak and before you vote,” 
trer words have never been spoken. 
am pleased to have broken protocol at 
the end of Judge Higginbotham’s open- 
ing statement to give him a rousing 
round of applause. Who would have 
thought this would be the last time I 
would see this great man alive?” stated 
Rep. Waters. 

Recently, Judge Higginbotham has 
stated that he felt many of the advances 
he had applauded over his long legal 
career were endangered by the cutbacks 
in affirmative action and reduced 

ities for black lawyers and 
judges. He further stated in an article in 
The New York Times Magazine, “I wit- 
nessed the birth of racial justice in the 
Supreme Court and here now, after 
years as a lawyer, judge and law profes- 
sor, I sometimes feel as if | am watch- 
ing justice die.” 


Waters and Mfume pay tribute to Higginbotham 


Nation’s longest serving active federal judge 


As a lawyer, judge and advocate 
for justice, he remained the people’s 
champion, always willing to volunteer 
where his great talents were needed, 
said Mfume. At the pinnacle of a busy 
career in private practice, he headed the 
search team, which brought Kweisi 
Mfume to the NAACP as 
President/CEO, and was never too busy 
for countless appearances on behalf of 
fairness and right. We will not soon see 
his like again. He will be sorely 
missed.” 

“I have long been a proponent of 
affirmative action, but I am even more 
resolute in my fight to ensure the con- 
tinuation of affirmative action to make 
sure Judge A. Leon Higginbotham’s 
legacy is never abandoned. We cannot 
sit idly by and allow affirmative action 
in the United States to be erased. Judge 
A. Leon Higginbotham’s legacy is t00 
important,” stated Rep. Maxine ties: 


African culture celebrated with 
family and friends during Kwanzaa 


ALLENTOWN, Pa. (AP)— 
Maxwell Kofi Donkor may have 
been born in Africa, but this year he 
and others like him will be celebrat- 
ing his African-American culture 
with family and friends during the 
week-long celebration of Kwanzaa. 

The holiday, which began Satur- 
day, was created in 1966 in an effort 
to reconnect blacks with the tradi- 
tions of their African ancestors. 
About 28 million people worldwide 
celebrate Kwanzaa. 

Each day, the cultural holiday 
emphasizes a different principle: 
unity, or umoja in Swah If 
determination, or kujichagulia; c 
lective work, or ujima; cooperative 
economics, or ujamaa; purpose, or 
nia; creativity, or kuumba; and faith, 
or imani. 

Hasan Abdul-Azziz spends 
much of the time leading up to 
Kwanzaa explaining these princi- 
ples to people like Donkor. Abdul- 
Azziz owns Nairobi Gifts in Lin- 
wood, Delaware Cour car: 


The holiday that was created by 
Maulana Karenga, then a professor 
at the University of California at 
Long Beach, with the sole purpose 
of recalling and celebrating African- 
American roots, culture and tradi- 
tion. 

The word “Kwanzaa” is a vari- 
ation on the Swahili word Kwanza, 
which means first fruits of the har- 
vest. The kinara is the central sym- 


bol of the holiday, with one red, 

three black and three green candles. 

A different candle is lit everyday. 
The holid: 


runs through Jan. 1. 
, gifts are exchanged 
typically on the last 
day. But the difference is that they 
should be symbolic or educational 
gifts, and preferably handmade, rep- 
resenting the sixth principle of cre- 


the Kwanzaa service in 
Allentown on Sunday, many people 
came in traditional African dress to 
listen to poets read their work and 
musicians play spirituals on African 


DON’T MAKE US 
CHOOSE. 


The United Negro College Fund helps thousands 


of deserving students go to college. But for 
every one we help, there’s one we can’t. Not 
without the funds. With your generous donation 
you can help ensure that everyone who should 


go to college does, including the best of friends. 


Support The United Negro College Fund. 
A Mind Is A Terrible Thing To Waste. 


Ad 


Call 1 800 332-UNCF. 


Entertain the 
possibilities: 


By Junious Ricardo Stanton 


(NNPA) — There is far more to 
life than the mundane hustle to sur- 
vive, living up or down to someone 


What about our own standards and 
expectations? What do you desire 
for your life, for yourself? If failure 
were impossible, what would you 
do, be or have? If there were no 
external constrains, obstacles or 
pressures how would your life be 
different? If you didn’t have to 
worry about your parents, the chil- 
dren; your spouse or what other 
folks thought or said, what course 
would your life take? Have you 
even thought about these things? If 
not why not? 

What makes you happy? Don’t 
think about what society says. 
Don’t worry about money, security 
or what others think. What do you 
want to do with your life? Let your 
imagination fly, entertain the possi- 
bilities! ! ! Regardless of what you 
have been told or the worst you 
think about yourself, you are a 
designer original, a unique and mar- 
velous creation of divine intelli- 
gence. You were endowed with a 
sacred birthright upon conception! 
You already have it. You have fan- 
tastic abilities, gifts, talents and 
limitless possibilities for expressing 
them. The only limits are those you 
place upon yourself. 

Age race sex ger ind class 
discrimination, global politics and 
all the other things beyond your 
control are factors. But, they are not 
insurmountable boundaries or hin- 
drances. For every action there is an 
equal and opposite reaction. For 
every thrust there is an equal and 
opposing resistance that must be 
overcome in order to succeed, These 
opposing forces and obstacles, test 
our resourcefulness, provide the 
needed resistance to strengthen our 
resolve and determination and ulti- 
mately allow us to actualize the 
divine potential we each have with- 
in us. 

You are greater than you think. 
Entertain the possibifity of your life 
being as wonderful as you can imag- 
ine it to be. Entertain the possibility 
that your limiting and self-sabotag- 
ing ideas about yourself are based 
upon inaccurate or insufficient data. 
You are greater than you know. 
Entertain the possibility that you 
have access to unlimited energy 
(enthusiasm), wisdom (intuition), 
resources (faith/talents) and intelli- 
gence (subconscious omniscience). 
You have everything you need to 


succeed and make your life fabu». 


lously prosperous and fulfilling. 

low will you use what I am 
telling you to alter your present con- 
dition and circumstances”? Will you 
even entertain the possi Tam 
telling you the truth about JOs 
I realize the thought of personal 
transformation is frightening. How 
will change impact my life, my 
finances, my relationships? Most 
people are more afraid of success 
than they are of failure. Success rep- 
resents the unknown. We all have 
failed many times. We tend to focus 
on our failures, forgetting failure is 


before you learned to walk, roller 
skate or ride your bike? Life is 
about self-initiative, self-disc: 
trial and error, improving one’s self 
through one’s own efforts, or learn- 
ing from the experiences of others. 

It is possible to overcome obsta- 
cles and overwhelming odds! There 
are countless examples all around 
us. 

My definition of a successful 
person is one who sets a worthy goal 
consistent with his or her life’s pur- 
pose, talents and capabilities and 
enthusiastically carries it through 
regardless of the opposition. What 
about those who don’t accomplish 
all their goals, are they failures? Not 
if they were doing what they were 
called and equipped to do, Nat Turn- 
er, Sojourner Truth, Charlie Parker, 
Shirley Chisholm, Malcolm X and 
Betty Shabazz, Tupac Shakur, Betty 
Carter and countless others in every 
conceivable walk of life can hardly 
be called failures. 

Life is not a spectator’s sport. It 
is not meant to be lived sedentarily 
or vicariously. People are afraid of 
dying, death is perceived as annihi- 
lation. If that were true, we would 
all live our lives so we get the most 
out of every second. But, most peo- 
ple are just as afraid of living! ! 
Choose to live confidently. Get 
involved and mix it up with gusto. 
Dare to make the most of it! Be will- 
ing to entertain, believe and actual- 
ize wondrous possibilities for your 
life! 

You may contact Junious Stant- 
ton at e-mail address: 
IRSwriter@aol.com 
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INVITATION TO BID 
HOUSING AUTHORITY OF 
PLAINFIELD, NEW JERSEY 

The Housing Authority of Plainfield (PHA) will receive 
soaled bids for the following: 

PLUMBING AND HEATING SUPPLIES 
ON TUESDAY, JANUARY 12,1999 AT 10:00 AM 


Classifie 


24 hours a day 


d/Legals 


INVITATION TO BID 
HOUSING AUTHORITY OF 
PLAINFIELD, NEW JERSEY 
The Housing Authority of Piainfioki (PHA) will receive 
sealed bids for the following: 
INT & ASSOCISATED SUPPLIES 
Bi ale JANUARY 12,1999 AT 11:00 AM 


ble bid tile and wil be addressed and received on the 
above date by the Housing Authority of Plainfiold, 510 
East Front Street, Piainfieid, NJ 07060 at which time and 
place the bids wit be publicly opened and read aloud. 


ble bid tite and will be addressed and recelved on 


place the bids wit be publicly 


pick up 
the Main Office of the PIA- at the said address. 
‘Telephone: (908) 769-6335. 

pode, Poirino Ponas AETS er 
these bids. Bidders are 1o comply with the 
requirements of PL. 1975 yer Minority 
Entorprises (MBE) 


the Main Offce of tho PIIA at the said address. 
‘Telephone: (908) 769-6335. 

ee ama ue! ie 
these bids. 40 comply with the 
resumen of PL. 1075 C127 Mor Busina 
5) will 


Business 
Sy coe! ee io Enterprises (MBE) will be of comaronty ikl 
the basis of 
raco, color, gen race, color, 
award. award. 


The PAT fe Et och ae» ont 
‘waive any informalities there 


B ns ins vice MI ce, we 
10 award all or a portion of the award to one or more 


The PHA rasare fe righi 1o rjc any or al bids and 
waive any informalities there 

‘The PHA reserves the right to reject any partial bids, and 
1o award al or a porion of the award io one or more 


for a peri for a peri- 
Without the consent of ha PHA. without the consent of the PHA. 
THE HOUSING AUTHORITY OF PLAINFELD THE HOUSING AUTHORITY OF PLAINFELD 
Carolyn Reese Carolyn Reese 
Executive Director Executive Director 
$81.90 $81.90 


NORTH CAROLINA HOMES PROJECT 
ATLANTIC CITY, NEW JERSEY 

The Casino Reinvestment Development Authority (CRDA) 

i soaking proposals om qatied devecpes bor bro 

conacton, coca arc! lat belies aao- 

caled wath tho dovelopmont of a residential communty 

‘containing approximately en your (24) single famiy 


Carolina Avenue in Atantic City, New Jersey. 


If designated as Qualified Nekad 
available from tho CRDA offices 
January 6, 1999 at 10:00am. at the ofics of CRDA 


tho CRDA offices beginning Wednesday, January 6, 1999. 

are required to attend a pro- 
Submittal meoting 1o be held on Friday, January 8, 1999 at 
10:00 AM. at the offices of CRDA. 


Proposals must be received by the CRDA by 4:00 p.m. on 
ieee Abate 1999. No faxed proposals willbe 
‘Questions are to be directed to: 
Edward C. Einhaus, Director of 
Housing 
Casino Reinvestment 
‘Authority 
1014 Atlantic Avenue 
y, NJ 08401 
609) 347- 0500 
$72.80 


PENNSYLVANIA HOMES PROJECT 
ATLANTIC CITY, NEWJERSEY 


constructed 
Pormeyeria rerun Alerts Cy New Jersey 

if designated as Qualified Developer, your firm will be 
required io comply withthe requirements of PL. 1975, © 
127 (NJA.C. 17:27) (L 


INVITATION TO BID 
The Housing Authority of the Township of Woodbridge 
(‘Authority’) will receive sealed beds to furnish Fire 
Alarm Syster 
Maintenance for the Per at the 
existing Public Housing Devnet cet below: 


NJ33-1 10 Bunns Lane, Woodbridge - Woodbridge 
Garden Apartments 


55 Brook Street, Woodbridge - Stern Towers. 
1422 Oak Tree Road, Iselin - Cooper Towers 
555 New Brunswick Avenue, Fords - Olsen 


555 Rahway Avenue, Woodbridge - Adams 


19 Martin Terrace, Woodbridge- Finn Towers 
460 Inman Avenue, Colonia - Greiner Towers 


The anticipated cost for said bid is estimated at $7,500 
- $8,000 lump sum. This project will be for a lump sum 
single contract for the projects identified above. The Bid 
Opening will be held at 10:00 AM (prevailing time) on 
Wednesday. January 20. 1999 at the Administration 
Office of the Authority, 10 Bunns Lane, idge, 
New Jersey. 
A pre-bid conference will be held at 10:00 A.M. on 
Friday, January 8, 1999 at the Administration Office in 
the Executive Director's office of the Authority, 10 Bunns 
Lane, Woodbridge, New Jersey. The purpose of this 
conference is to meet, clarify and inspect all buildings 
and systems pertained in the bid packets. 
Bidding documents, including specifications, may be 
obtained at the Administration Office, 10 Bunns Lane, 
ridge, New Jersey 07095. Office hours are week- 
days, 8:30 A.M. to 4:30 PM., excluding holidays. A non- 
refundable charge of $30 (in check or money order 
form) is required to obtain specifications and bid docu- 


ma 


= 


as 


‘The Authority reserves the right to reject any or all bids 

‘and to waive any informalities in bidding 

Bids will be awarded only to the corporation or other 

entity under whose name qualifications, re-quaica- 
tions (where provided for by the Authority and applica- 

ble) bonding and other 


Contracts). 


the CRDA beginning Urge a nAi hese 


are required to atter 
trata Mno wt hat on Foy, January 8, 1009 st 
11:00 a.m. at the offices of CRDA. 


OAE o st sol? on 
yesday, January 27, 1999. No faxed proposals will be 
‘Questions are to be directed to: 


Edward C. Einhaus, Director 
‘of Housing Dev 


aro submitted. Corporate affiliates, subsidiary or parent 
corporation or related entities are not automatically 
qualified. 

Tho Authority will only accept original bidding docu- 
ments only. All bids must be enclosed in a properly 


bidder, the title of the bid contained therein, and the 
date and time of bid opening. No late bids will be 
accepted. 


No bid shal ba with bor a period of sty (00) daya 


the Authority. Schedule of Withdrawal and administra- 
tive charges are included with the bid documents, 


(609) 347-0500 
$72.80 


HELP WANTED 


MAINTENANCE REPAIRER, L.P.L. 


Public Agency seeks experienced 
Maintenance Repairer with plumbing, 
electrical, carpentry skills and min. 3 
. Must have a L.PL. license. 
Must be highly skilled. Send resume or 
call Sandra Ortiz for an application (973) 
365-6752: 
Passaic Housing Authority 
333 Passaic St,. Passaic, NJ 07055 
Equal Opportunity Employer 


CLERICAL 


The United Methodist Homes of New Jersey 
has an opening for an 30 hr/wk secretary at 
our newly constructed HUD facility in 
Plainfield. 

The successful candidate will have one year 
general office 


bling forms, typing reports, correspondence 
etc., filing, answering phones, etc. 

Please send resume & salary requirements to: 
Director of Human Resources, UMHNJ, PO. 
Box 0667, Neptune, NJ 07754-0667. E/O/E 


Subscribe to 
Cıty News 
call 908-754-3400 


HELP WANTED 


1975 c. 127, a law supplementing the Law 
‘Against Discrimination. For further information contact 
Potor Ansara, Executive Director, at 732 634-2750 or 
fax 732-634-8421 


$145.60 


HELP WANTED 


Distributors needed for weekly 
newspaper. Must have a reliable car 
for the following areas: 


EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 


PLAINFIELD RESIDENTS 


TOWNSHIP OF CLARK 
NEW JERSEY 


Police Otlcor Township of Clarks soaking applicants EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

for the position of Police Officer. Starting salary is 

$23,000.00 por you, Appicants must bo atleast 8 | Asbury Park Montclair CONTRACTORS WILL BE LOOKING FOR 
States get <a AEN iat ing ‘Applicants must TRADESPEOPLE FOR THE 

owe So nena oh Soa gm East Orange Neptune CONSTRUCTIONS PROJECTS AT: 


at the Office of the Business Administrator, 430 | |Elizabeth New Brunswick *WASHINGTON SCHOOL 
Poor’ eee MR Nace *EVERGREEN SCHOOL 
‘ta Sate Eoas ||Englewood Orange | | |/BARLOWSCHOOL = oor, 
f Paters *CLINTON SCHOOL 
SUPERINTENDENT 
We have an opening for a live-in superintendent ving piecantay Kae nese : D 
live-in suj MECHANI TRADES WILL UIRED 
for our new HUD faciity (Covenant Manail in r C G Pi EEN 
Plainfield, NJ. The successful building candidate | | Jersey City Plainfield 
will be responsible for custodial tasks, maintain- IF YOU ARE INTERESTED PLEASE MAIL AN 
ing the building environment in a sanitary and $ APPLICATION TO: 
orderly condition, conducting a preventative ||Linden Red Bank 3 
maintenance program, etc. She/he will have at 
least two years’ experience in building mainte- PLAINFIELD PROJECT OPPORTUNITIES 
y rk h 
pectin Bei 4 to work independently, problem | |Long Branch Roselle SUITE 1173 
se nd sal j 2560 ROUTE 22 EAS 
Director of Human Resources, UMHNJ. 3311 | |Metro Newark Somerset no ke T 


Highway 34, Neptune, NJ 07753. EOE SCOTCH PLAINS, NJ 07076 


Deadline for publication of legals and 


For more information: 
Call City News, Circulation Department 
at (908) 754-3400 


INCLUDE: NAME, ADDRESS, PHONE NUMBER, 
classifieds is the Thursday before TRADE AND EXPERIENCE 


the Wednesday of publication. 


oa 


LOCAL 


January 6 - January 12, 1999 


Go News 10 
Local Briefs 


become a “Literacy 
Volunteer of America” 


PLAINFIELD—Volunteers 

Bech oe in helping adults learn to 
read may sign up for training at th 
Plainfield Public Library. 

‘The Literacy Volunteers of 
America-Plainfield affiliate will 
have free training for volunteers to 
teach reading to adults beginning 
Jan 4, 1999. For more information 
or to sign up please call (908) 755- 
7998 or stop in at the Library's lit- 
eracy office. The six session training 
workshop will run from 6 - 9 p.m. 
on Mondays at the library. Infor- 
mation on Math tutoring classes 
and Conversational English classes 
will also be available. 


hesitate because they feel they do 
not have the skills needed. Our ses- 
sions are designed to teach people 
step-by- step methods for teaching 

. Once a volunteer has com- 
pista the training, they will 

certified and matched with 

a Poni 


Science Scholarships 
Available for Minority 
Students 


WASHINGTON— Minority col- 
lege and university students who 
ne to major in chemistry, bio- 

engineering 


chemistry, chemical 
related fields are encouraged to 
apply for scholarships from the 
‘American Chemical Society, the 
world’s largest scientific society. 

Under the Society's Minority 
Scholars program, one-year-only 
scholarships are awarded on the 
basis of academic achievement and 


or 


panic and American Indian stu- 
dents to pursue college degrees and 
careers in the chemical sciences. In 
addition, the scholarship program 
aims to build awareness of the 
value and rewards associated with 
careers in science and to assist stu- 
dents in acquiring the skills and 
credentials needed for success in 

. these areas. 

The deadline for applying for 
the 1999-2000 academic year schol- 
arships is February 15, 1999. Appli- 
cation forms may be found on the 
American Chemical Society Web 
site at http/www.acs.org/ 

ity/acs2.htm, or call 
toll free1-800-227-5558, Ext. 6250, 


or via e-mail to scholars @acs.org. 


Hundreds of 
scho! ips available 
for college tuition 


ILLINOIS —A conservative 
estimate of college costs for a full- 
time student runs from $10,000- 


ents and students think that schol- 
arships are only for the students 
with excellent grades, low-income 
families, or the athletically inclined. 
A small example of the numerous 
scholarships available to students 
include: Handicapped Student 
Scholarships, Members of a Church 
Scholarships, Scholarships for “C” 
Students, Veteran Children’s Schol- 
arships, Scholarships for Minorities 
and much, much more. 

The U.S. Commission for 
Scholastic Assistance - College 
Bound is such an organization and 
supplies the public with over 700 
different private scholarships 


size, #10, envelope to: The U.S. 
Commission for Scholastic Assis- 
tance, P.O. Box 668, O'Fallon, IL 
62269. 


Stressed out? Relax, just 
write your blues away 


WESTFIELD — Michello Bern- 
stein of Cranford will present Write 
Away Stress At Women for Women 
of Union County, 425 E. Broad 
Street, Westfield, Community Room 
on Jan. 11 from 7:30 p.m. to 
9:00p.m. 

Designed by Bernstein this 
hands-on workshop offers quick and 
easy, non-threatening writing exer- 
cises to help you work through and 


ing are designed to be very non- 
stressful. 


It helps you safely release ten- 
sion, frustration and anger, solve 
and i 


ty of The New Jersey Center for 

Visual Arts. 

Admission is fe, For further infor- 
For Women, 


(908) 105 5787. 


Newark 
out of h 


NEWARK—On Dec. 21, Newark 
police illegally forced South Ward 
residents Brenda Roberson and her 
husband from their home at 51 St. 
James Place. Police officer L. Oyola 
and his partner forced the couple out 
of their house without warrant of 
eviction or other complaint of any 
kind. They were acting at the direc- 
tion of real estate broker Jeffrey C. 
Louis of Englewood Cliffs, based on 
his stated intention to buy the proper- 
t 


y. 

The police officers broke a lock 
on the door to get in. They confiscat- 
ed two dogs-belonging to the occu- 


pants, which had been kept for pur- 
poses of protection. They failed to 
board up the property, leaving the 
contents vulnerable to entry and 
theft. 

Louis and other NYPD officers 
had been at the house on Decembe 
12. At that time Sgt. Marshall of the 
NYPD Fifth Precinct told Louis that 
he had to have proof of ownership 
and proper court-issued notice of 
eviction. Further, the NYPD has no 
jurisdiction in cases of eviction, 
which are handled by the Sheriff's 
office. On Dec. 21. however, Officer 
Oyola told a supporter of the resi- 


dents that no warrant or legal autho- 
rization was necessary, only the 
determination of police officers act- 
ing at the will of Louis, who admit- 
ted that he did not own the property 
Brenda Roberson has been living 
at that address since 1994, when she 
and her late husband, Alfonse 
Grundy, negotiated an occupancy 
agreement with the owners at the 
time. They were forced out onto the 
streets in June of 1996 by the City of 
Newark with no procedural basis. 
Grundy was arrested on a pretext 
of outstanding bench warrants dating 
back to 1986 in order to force the 


couple to leave. A subsequent court 
hearing established that they were 
legally resident at the address and 
that the city had no basis t 
against them Grundy, 75, bs 
fearful due to that acts committed 
against him that he never returned to 
the house and died homeless, in Nov 
of 1996, Roberson later returned, 
and remarried earlier this year. 
Roberson states that she does not 
want to go through months of living 
he hi 


been beaten by the p 
before and is afraid to return to the 
house. 


residents forced 
ome by police 


“The property has been sold to a 
bank because of a default on taxes,” 
says Newark school teacher Ethel 
Sykes, a friend and supporter of 
Roberson. “Brenda tried to negotiate 
a tax settlement with the city but all 
they ever did was try to get her out. 
Homelessness is rising to all-time 
highs in Newark but all the city 
seems to want to do in cases of tax 
problems is to see people put out, 
legally or not, and deal with real 
estate speculators. There is a lot of 
new development going on, a lot of 
money being made, and it's people 
like Brenda who lose out.” 


Men’s soccer team 
makes UCC history; 


Ranked 11th 


in the Nation 


(L— R) UCC President Dr. Thomas H. Brown, Coach Alex Louis; PI 


ers Rod 


) lay 
DaSilva, Paul Whitehurst, Alex Valcourt, Daniel Flores, Alcy Riche, Kris Ill- 
gavizis, Glood Phillipe, Jeff Ogvamnobi; Assistant Coach Thomas Colomb- 
Bett, and UCC Chairman of the Board of Trustees Victor M. Richel 


CRANFORD — The Union 
County College Men’s Soccer Team 
ended their regular season on Octo- 
ber 31st, capturing the Garden State 
Championship crown for the first 
time ever in the history of the Col- 
lege. Ending the regular season with 
15 wins and four losses, the team 
moved on to Region XIX National 
Junior College Athletic Association 
(NJCAA) tournament play. 

They ended post-season play on 
November 5, but not before they 
had chalked up an impressive 16 
and five record, finishing the year 
ranked 10th in the nation. 

UCC players Aley Riche of and 
Edwin Marin, both of Elizabeth, 
were named to the Division MI, 
1998 All Region XIX First Team of 
the NJCAA and Riche was also 
named one of the top five players in 
Region XTX. Nanot to the All 
Region Second Team was WCC’s 
Ron DaSilva. All three were also 


named to the First Team of Division 
II, 1998 All Garden State Athletic 
Conference. 

“Credit for an outstanding job 
goes to Coach Alex Louis, Assistant 
Coach Thomas Petit-Colomb, and a 
talented and hardworking group of 
players,” said Dean of Student Ser- 
vices, Wynn Phillips. Last winter 
both the Men’s and Women’s Bas- 
ketball Teams from Union County 
College garnered the Garden State 
Athletic Conference championships 
and “Now the Soccer Team has also 
become New Jersey champs,” said 
Phillips, 

According to him, the excellent 
performance of the Soccer Team 
shows that UCC athletic programs 
have really come into their own. 

The Union County College 
Boards of Trustees and Governors 
jointly honored the team and coach- 
es with commendations at their Nov. 
24th meeting. 


New Jersey State Opera, 
presents a local symposium 


NEWARK — New Jersey students 
break out in song to the strains of Verdi’s 
“La Donna E Mobile,” as Maestro 
Alfredo silipgni, artistic director of the 
NJ State Operas, presents and opera 
symposium. The symposium took place 
at Arts High in Newark on December 
15th.. It’s object was to prepare the stu- 
dents for a statewide academic competi- 
tion-The NJ Academic Decathlon-Mor- 
ris Region. 

* The school’s auditorium was filled 
with music and the kind of entertain- 
ment the students would only enjoy at a 
prestigious concert hall. The program 
consisted of mostly live performances 
from some of the most well-known 
‘operas, such as Mozart’s “The Magic 
Flute”, Bizet’s “Carmen”, Rossini’s 
“The Barber of Seville”, Verdi’s “Rigo- 
letto” and “La Traviata” to Puccini's “La 
Boheme” and Gershwin’s AA and 
Bess” as well as some video 

The talented performers boua 
along by the Maestro to illustrate his 
points on general opera elements were 
highly gifted and much applauded by 
the students. They were Soprano, 
Leanne McGiffin, mezzo-soprano, Lori 
Brown Mirabal, Baritone, Adelmo 
Quidarelli and Tenor, Ronald Morton. 
The accomplished piano accompanist 
was Maestro Silipigni’s lecture also 
included a familiarization with opera 
plots, as well as the background of vari- 
Ous composers. 

One of the symposium’s high points 
was the presentation by Councilman 
Cory Booker’s Chief-of Staff, Darrin 
Shariff, to Maestro Silipigni of a Reso- 
lution of Commendation from the entire 
Newark Municipal Council in recogni- 
tion of his continuous efforts to teach 
and help the students of Newark as well 
as of all New Jersey. 

Alfredo Silipigni and the New Jer- 
sey State Opera have made it a policy to 

involve students and teachers of Newark 
and other cities of New Jersey in becom- 
ing familiar with the high points of the 
operas scheduled for performance every 
season. This year the Maestro has cho- 
sen to bring to NJPAC the rarely per- 
formed Revolutionary unera, Andrea 


Mezo—Soprano, Lori Brown Mirabal, 
sings “Carmen’ for the students 
Chenier in February. A special perfor- 
mance for students of Andrea Chenier, 
by Umberto Giordano will be held on 
‘Thursday, Feb. 25th, 1999, 12:30 pam. at 
NIPAC. The ticket price is a low $10per 
student. tools can make reservations 
by calling NJ State Gp... at 977 623 - 
761 

This first time ever opera sympo- 
sium was hosted by the Newark Aeade- 
mia Decathlon League including Aris 
High, Barringer, Central High, East Side 
High, Technology High, and Malcolm X 
Shabazz High School. Over 350 sw- 
dents across the state attended this fuhc- 
tion an. a. were fille 
enthusiasm as a whole new world of 
Opera opened before them. 


nt of Motis- 
town High School, baar didn’t know 
much about Opera x... M0 it, But 
I'm geuing a mucn vrvaaer perspective 
of what it is and what it is about.” 

a Da Silva, a student at Ants 
High, said, “I think that the program was 
very pee ais a for the vocal 

rs like myself, because it gives usa 
Vision on the npo ce of music fom 
the past through the present.” 


Irvington 


By Mayor Sara B. Bost 


IRVINGTON — I would like to 
take this opportunity to share with 
you, the significant developments 
during the past 12 months and our 
plans for continued progress. 

I am proud to report that we 
have introduced several measures to 
improve the efficiency and perfor- 
mance of the Irvington Police 
Department. We added more officers 
to patrol over the community at peak 
times or citizens’ calls - from 3 p.m. 
until 11 p.m. 

We assigned new supervisors to 
reinforce rules and regulations in the 
record bureau. We realize that for 
many citizens, this unit is the first, 
and sometimes. only contact with 
our police department; we want to 
ensure, therefore, that it operates in a 
professional manner, with laudatory 
constituent service a primary goal. 

In October, we ushered in a new 
police director, Robert Rankin, a for- 
mer Newark deputy police chief and 
31-year law enforcement veteran. He 
possesses the credentials - and more 
importantly - the commitment—to 
deliver the very best in public safety 
services to the Township of Irving- 
ton. 

We also hired a new director for 
the Department of Housing Services, 
James Rodino. James has over 25 
years of experience in urban housing 
and has set as a priority, the thor- 
ough, efficient and stringent 


wraps it up for 1998 


enforcement of housing codes. 

This past year also brought the 
beginning of a very important initia- 
tive, administered by Housing Ser- 
vices. In a partnership between the 
township and a state probation pro- 

gram, we are cleaning up aban- 
Rated dilapidated residential lots 
throughout the township, particular- 
ly in the East Ward. The clean up 
sessions take place every Saturday 
and is conducted at absolutely no 
cost to taxpayers. 

Governor Whitman a few weeks 
ago announced that Irvington was 
just one of five municipalities 
statewide - - out of 16 competing 
municipalities - - awarded designa- 


tion. a 1power- 
me: ‘one by the Urhan i ordinat- 
ing Council. This designation, 
app dle to the kasi Waid, allows 
us prorit in accessing financial and 


techuicai assistance or revitaliza- 
tion 

Our comprehensive agenda for 
the rebirth of the East Ward includes 
the reduction of crime; the expan- 
ional opportunities 
investiture by much- 
needed businesses, like banks and 
supermarkets, professional and med- 
ical services, all located within the 
cores, not outskirts, of neighbor- 
hoods; and the continued rehabilita- 
tion, of residential properties. 

Compicienting housing renew- 
al ıs business development, and we 
have made great gains in this area, 


Under the auspices of the Urban 
Enterprise Zone, several projects 
were completed, while additional 
ones are pending implementation for 
the new year. 

Among our accomplishments 
were the launch of the litter abate- 
ment program and the expansion of 
the police walking patrols in UEZ 
districts 

In 1999, the Center's security 
booth will begin operations, we will 
focus on the development of our 
industrial sector, and help facilitate 
the growth of the Special Improve- 
ment District. 

Despite all our accomplish- 
ments, we have some serious chal- 
lenges facing the Township of Irv- 
ington as we approach the new year. 
As you are aware, budgetary prob- 
lems - - resulting from a decreased 
tax collection rate - - are threatening 
jobs in all municipal areas, including 
the departments of police and fire. 
Obviously, we are in a difficult posi- 
tion. But, I assure you that we are 
using all possible measures to ward 
off any layoffs or a tax increase 

I have been encouraged by our 
meetings thus far in Trenton and am 
looking forward to a favorable reso- 
lution in this matter. 

On behalf of the Irvington 
Municipal Council and the entire 
Irvington Municipal family, I extend 
warm wishes to you and your family 
for health, happiness and prosperity 
in 1999 
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